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INTfHIM f~tPOF.T TO HIS HO~'WOR THh' LIl:.UTENANT-GOVbRUCR

IN GCUNCIL BY HAlmy J.SU,-,1.oIVAN, ES;::UILE, CO:J\MISSICNER

O~ 00 UKHCBO I: AFF~<l: FS.

New WefJtmin$t ..~rl B. C.,
lOth January, 1'11..0.

Your HO!lour:-

Pursuant to Order in Council u..~p!·ov(;:d the 12th dt~y of.
Se;-:t'c,mbf-r, 19/+7, and Com.:nission issued to :,:e under the Groot Seal

pursua!1t thereto bt:ar'1ng d',.tt' the 12th day of Se;,tnIlbt.:r, '.J..947, I

have; bt::€n .:onducting the invl stigation th(·rcin di iccted.

First 'ubile s1 ttings wt:rt: com:!H.ncud at South Slocan on

14th October, 19/;.7, and from then on I cO:'ltinucd to t,...ke €Vi-

dence as wi tnesses were avai_8.ble and the convE:l1ie;lCe of inter-

ested :. ErSc.ms or crgani~Citions , em1 ttcd, .~t South Slocan, Grand

. Forks, ~~fu'1i:l1mo, NEW Westmi'1,stcr, NeLson and Ca:>tlegar.

Mr. C.W.Ty10r, Of'fictal RC.tCrtE;·r to the Commissir~n) has

of tr~l1;Jc:ril;t of I'oce(;din~s, but due to the fact that Mr. Tyler

is vii thC'ut as~ist.:"':1Cf;, a..'1.d has s;'€:nt a great dt-,al of time i'n

nl::c<:.s 5_:1"Y travl:lllng .;ind has hiJ.d to cem ..:. etc 0 ther I,'."" rk requi red

by the ~curt of Ap:'Cal, he hac ,not oe:c:.n able to furnish me wi th

6 7 to 1ijV inclU 51 VI..



I held my l(';,.st Sitti'lgs (prior .to adjour::1TnE':lt as hlrtin ex­

?li:ii-j.t;d) at &outh Slocan on 7th Januury, 191..6.

To ind1(,;.:;{tf.: thE: bat.>is f...nd naturE: and man?,1Er c.f my:'roced­

UI'f:; at hcar1niJs ! a,:' end heI'c:to a trsnscript of the o~~::1.ing re­

mG1!'ks of Counst:l and myself (.It S0uth Slocun on lL,th October, 1947,

'.J.:1d ;1~VL U:<1l'l:',ed. the s.;m€' AP~1ENDIX "An.

On 7th Janu'JJ'y, 19/is, I dU;'lH~d it ,:dvlsable to tcm (:,1'",1'111

<1i SC("l'l t~ nu c ''j,y ln~v(;: :::,tigution 1'0 r n::asonB th(m \;:x;:lained to the

a~HI&m'b.l(;;d ':Hnbr.l'S ol' th(.; Doui:\hobor sect. .My rr::mar~.:.s a:;:'E L1iicated

by tht: Utt~ic:hed tI'(tnSCr11~ t :narKcd APPFNDIX "Bn.

I thereafter irorn(;dia.tl:~Y ~dvis(;d the De'uty Attr,rnc¥ Gtnpr~

0.1 by telephone ::>f my deei ~iC'n and the reason s th(:r{~for, r:m~i he

ex;; ri;O,s;;ied a;'; 1'O\l't,l thc!'ccf'.

At 4 0' clock in the aft~'rnoo!l of the SL:ime day I c0r1vcned

the Comrlli ssion for thf3 (urpo sa of €.n&L1inb any (~f the in tere:sted

factions flf the Doukhobors to eh€:w cause why I chou.ui not ~tijr.·urn

and subn1t this I"1tErim He!)crt urgin.g the CJ.PJ;licati{)u of sufficient

force and rfstrictloDs' u. on ali Douk110l::or c1 ti zcns to .curtorc .;"aw

and'!'der b(:i'0I'E? r(;surrJr. ticn of my inquiry.

All thrN n:,_ J'csc.nt..::ti ves of the UnioYl of Doukh~-bors of

Cc.uada (IndE:-. f.mdc:nts) e:x' rtssGd fui..L (:\e;rt't:'DClt w1 th :"JY ;" ro:'osed

C0ursc 0f acti~n.

Thb tlu'(c r.:-::rc:H:n.tJ.tivc:s of thE~ Union of Sr1ritual Commun­

ities of Chr~.st (Coro:rmnity or OrthCldc>t) also agr(;€d thdt :-:.y ;;1'0-

0:1. tehtil.f ~f thc.'!r .:1t.:mbl..r::..hi;· to ~)ubmit t:J ~u~h l"c:~trlctlv8 regu­

L~ltion~ a;J miGht be fnund :~€::Cf.·5Eio.ry t.O t.:nd the exi sting r~:ign of

terror.

2.



3.

Of th(-'; thrcl r'E;"rt:sf,:1t£:.tives ('of the Sons of Frccdnm (who

call thcmseivf.s S.rirltunl Corn~nu'1ity (If Christ) MEs~··r!:). Pf:tl'!' VI.

Elu:.;off ~~",<i M1i:<c H::iJ1kin o,;rc:s~~\.u 3.grf:Vmfnt to drustic 4:i.ction

bf.:i:16 t:.ii:tQ to (:urb the ['I ,r.li.Li1g 1""HJ.es;';Qcs3 in thEi~ .settlp­

me!lts. The third Sf'r1 of r"r(;·~tif)r:!, .0DC" Timothy Sav1.;JK('"lff:;f Gil i"1"

clid ·i:..... t thi"lt:' :f.t "wou~d 1)(: ric;ht" teo do so.

I might ,..dd th:...t COU:1SCl. find ?cilicc [;:ud r. thc:r :lfficia.Ls

~;(.;rl' in fulJ, tJg rt-:t~'!Hm t.

In th~' I.:i retire: ~;tdnC(:S I lH:ld th.t 710 c:...u Sf: had been shewn

:H~d thdt my ordEr for Gldjourml..:nt SINE DI!:.' shoul d aec0rdingly 5ta~1d.

The ool1.a fides of thosE' Sons of F'rc(dr'm v:ho f:}· T'I-·s::ed a­

greem (,~l t wi th thc' roro sal th,.t t.:.:l {·.·rg t.'!1cy 'f;:asu res b: fc rth,;,~ th

tl_iten, :nay be 0;: I:!l to SC)ffie: (.uestion.

AftC'r c';djoum':1<::nt, an cificial uel.t-'gu.tion from th( SO'1S of

Frt"."'dom including the said i) E:t~:r VI. l:,lasoff deli vt'r(-d tCl 1.1.:. H. v:.

McI!1n~:s, Coun;,:,cl to the. Co'missi::.n, the !31if;:f whil:h is her. to at­

tachr.d (with su:·: C'l,tino cL;-:,(;un.1l--nts "UT.bf!),'~d .1 tn 7 iY1cll1~iv<)

mi.H"d..:d A.P?P..JDIX tiC".

BE:!':'re d:Lseus:.3i.l ..: s'll;h Brll.f I shr:-uJ-.:l ,:.'i.1t 'Jut th..lt it

was ci'trt. .ful':'y enCl.' 11 ed pursuant to a rec.uest di ri cted .by To e to the

said P\.,tE.r W. f.lasoi'f on 4th Nov(:mb(~r, 1947. Said 1·,'.as0i'f is a

vsry intu11ir;E:nt and well·-iri~"'(,l'!IH,d Son of Freedom and 1:1 lany re­

::.>;:-:€cts a}, ees.rs to be a v(:;ry rcuso~ab.l.e !:':l'son. 'lhr circurnstancc:s

leadi!1g up to his u:ldertu~-,.ing to . rf'; art~ the Sons of Frt::ldom Bl'ief

may be of intc·rcst and I th(;rLf~,"rt:' CittLi.ch an €'xcer. t from the

transcrii~t L'ages 410 to L;(o) contl..inin~ a;-;ortion of my discuss­

ion 'dth him. This E:xccrpt is ~w.rkf;d AP1'.f.NDIX tID".

Perus&.l of the .L.i.::nt:thy Sons of Frc'/Jdom B-ri(;;f will indicate
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that it constitut~s:-

1. An t.ttan}:ite:d justificJtlon of the ;.resent O;lfos1tlon ot
Sons of Freedom to (A) PriviAte ownE':rshlp of irmd, (B)
Returns of Vital st~tistics, and (C) Educ~tlon of any
kind.

2. Attlnl~"tc'd~"roof .th;:.t the s,resEnt st",nd of Sons of free­
dom on these questions was fcrmerly tho stand of ALL
Doukhobors; so thi.;t Sons of Freedom arl::: today the only
true Doukohobors.

3. Attanr:ted "'roof that al,l Doukhobors f0rmerly resorted
to arson and nudity in sU:':"ort of their opposition to
your Govt;mment' S "impudence". By inference, therefore,
arson and nudi ty would be justifiablfJ today by Sons of
Fre(~domt the only rera~lning true Doukhobors.. And they,
indef,d, express astonishment that their (law abiding)
brethren of the lnde,' cndent and Communi ty grout' shave
broken away from the work of their forefathers.

4. An hi storical account of the 18th- century "Brewtfast"
or f~rst spiritual ,period of Doukhoborism wherein fire
was USEd tc destroy the false idols of the Gr€:E'k Ortho­
dox Church.

5. An historical account of the 19th-century "Dinl'ler" or
second spir1 tual rE-Tiod of Doui~hoborlsm wherEin fire
was used by Dout-t:hobcrs to destroy their weapons in~~ro­

test against militarism.
'"

6. An 8xplanat;lry account and t rogrE:ss I't:}:('lrt c~f the 20th-
cl;-ntury "SuPi er" or final s;"Jlritual :,'€rlod of Doukhobor­
ism, whieh has been in rrogrE'ss since the arrival of, the
sect in Ca:luda and 'v';here1n f1 rE has 'been u sod and. is
still belnt; used (wi th tradi tiona1 justifi C;ttlon) to sup­
port the op"o51tiGn ,=-,f true Dcukhobors to Schools, Vital
statistics and PriVate Ownership of Land.

7. Fantasti c ch(;l.l'gcs th;;;.t your Govcrn,r, en t di r, cted the
".urder tt of the lao t(: ~~ t'tEr V. (Lo rdly) Verig1n on 29 th
OctobE.r, .19;(,4 (AftlI' alit did 110t Commissioner Wil.l.iam
Blaka:nor€ criticise and condf,mn him 1n his rel'ort of
1912'!) and that by some ma.Aner of intrigue wi th the
mortgage holdE.rs your Govc~L.::ent "robbed" the Doukhobor
~eo,:lE of their Brlti5h Columbia l.:..nds, are advanced
tr,resumatly) as furth0r justification for Sons of Free­
dom to r(;sort to arson.

The Brief. fL.... tly armOUnCf:1S the intention of Sons of Frc·e­

dom to continue thei r Of; ~:n 51 tion to School send Vl. ta.l S t;..,t1 sti cs.



·It must al:.o be ccnstrued as afl announceri;cnt of thE:ir cO;itinued

refusal to pay rent or ta:xes on l<:.nd ;'rcs(;:Yltly occu'.. icd by them,

si~lce they do not recognize any form of . rivilte cW'.H:rship of land.

In thi s' con.'H:ctirm, i t I~ay be noted th!..it SO~lS of Frct:dnm havE al-

WciYS refused to :- ay r~nt for their Provl!lcial Gov<::ml"'cn.t land hold-

that they hhvl become convinced of the rlghte~usness of th01r st~nd.

The BriE·f defies all authority and dlsrutE:;;:; thG right of any

GOVd'nment to puni sh Sons of Freedom for non- compliance wi th Cana-

dian laws.

In my 01 inion the 13 ief affnrds rinary t:vidence in i tSE.;lf

of a sedi tious consrl racy whc.r~.ln all act!vc . unbers of thE=' SO!1S

of Fn;Gdom have c:;mbi led for the,; furthbrw'1Cf-J

tl0!lS, such 1ntrntio"1S being:-

s~dlt10uS 1nt.n-

1. To bring into hatred (,r comtem!it or to excite d1safff;ct­
ion a~ci!'l~t your Gl.'VCl'n~1en t and the admln:L strution of
justice.

2. To i'~1c1te persons of the Dow':hobcr f:·ith to c~"'mm1t crimes
in g~nerul disturbance of the pLace.

3. To TaisE- disc:ontf nt ~lnd disuff~_ct1on am.ongst tht: D0m~ho­

bo r p ~loj:ll fl.

J~. To "romct,. ff'~Liinbs of L .. l v.-ill ,.:.nd hostility brtwc('n
different sects or fa::tions of t!1,(:' Dou".hol(lI' f'..ith 2.'!1d
betwE.'pn :r.c:mbc~rs of the DouLhobor f8.i th t.,rlU other ci tizt:ms
of Canada.

In these circurnstancez I Tesrectfuily rf!{;cmrend that the

SC!lS of Freedom r\~ce1vE: fi'rst and "ro~' t attc:ntlon by" the law en-

forcc:~e:lt oi'.:"ici<--.l.s 01' your G(")vcrn eat; e1nd to this end I c:.t t<:.ch

as A?Pl~DIX "Ett, a list of :lii.1ieS c:..nd I:.t.ddrcs;:H.:S ('f aLi. So~s ('if



6.

Secr(; tory. I should f:01nt c:,:ut, howf,vt0r, th:. t in my o~'inlon th1 s

list contains the .lames of many rc,rsons who arE! not fanatics. are

not liVing on Cr"wn l",nds, dnd who :would probably disas~nciato

themsc.i.V'Ls from the official Brief of the Sons of Frc~.dom aboVE'

refl rrcd to. The te!1dc:ncy of roost organizatic'ills to exageer~te

their nTh."nerical strength llust be borne: in mind. One should also

rU:1emtcr th~.t an Inde \~nde'1t Dou l ,h0oor r'.siding in a ru:wte count­

ry di !itri ct m1 6ht 1;'casc')nalL.(: c~n;;;ic.lE1r it good insurance agai:1st

£1 rE' hazard to pay dues tn a f ..nati c.;.l Stet al thc'ugh nc t in sym­

pathy with its . allele;;;.

I a;.so attL.t;h as AP:'ENDIX "F" a l.ist of names sutmittcd to

thB Cornm1 ssion by the Secret:'t:r'y of the' Scms of Freedom :. urprll'ti !1g

to be the 'lamf.;S of ,- f:rsons who havt hf:rttcfnre bH:n imi)lic:;t~:d

directly cr f71dir ctly, ',nth tho cmn:nis:::.1cn of act~ ::-f violl~lec.

Some ('f the persons !.Aned 'HiVe fl.!.ed ; rc-tc5ts with the Commiss­

ion ;;;,nd their ::l,Jnes, SO far 1:.IS 1 have rc·:orded thun a~ tar in

AP.?FNDIX "OM.

R~gardless of wht.tt'::vl-... r stt.ps your GOVernmEnt may t ....h(; to

curb fanatical activities of thG adult Doul{hobor t;aru;.-tion, r:r the

1 ength 0 f tim e requi red fo r such ~urrcsc, I respectfuL.¥ .!'p.com­

mend th:..t a"l(!W ,;>lan for the educdtion of Doukhobor chil<irl·n to

Wt'rKed out immediately l'or School Districts 7,d,9,1~ tind ~3,

com .risin~ thE_ Grr.nd Filrr;s dud I~octE.;,nay areas.

As' re:·vio~sly 1;1:iic~t·tcd by thi sT,;} tcrl;; Hcport there is

cO.'isidE·r..:\ble ev1denct; yet to be hE:-Lird, but my ('V/n oUsE.'rv:".tic1S

coupl (d '.'It.~ th the evi de /lct: sa fa t I'cscntcdund thE: bi t tel' ex!"! l-~r­

1enet) cf Sc.J1001 f1 rE~ losses in th~ ;;ast, ..:.euJ·:lEi to believ(- th ~t
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much p crman€n t :"crtefi t would r('sul t ft'CID a con 9('11 d ..,tion of schc-'C11 s

in these Distrlcts.

The Fo11ey of I1tu.k1~1g th( sch::ol t() th(' Dc-ur-hob,:r" wh1<.;h 'Fe

hav( 'pursued in th~ '2:l3t by f:;~'lcting small buiLdings (a largE' pro­

portion of which al'l on(-~-room st:hocls) in or .1(':.1.r tht:, settl.e ents

has 'made the work of the arsonist alt0 gcthor too ~;asy. It haS ,;,;150

made i t d~f.ci cul t to 0 btaln the scrvi ces ('f gc-od tf:c:1chQrs fo r th03€

lso1::Atcd scho;:-,ls ::incc the .'I'oblun of findi.nb rluitable b~arding

:'laccs 3:1d actual ft.:c:.r of fanaticism aI'€,; very rt>al ,;,,;,:·'lccrnS. Morc-

ovc·r, thcs€ small one-room schools ';",ke it difficult for ,,,\ child to

3.dVa,'H.:e farther theUl Gradc; 6, wi th the I'l'5ul t that Vt:ry few Doukho-

tunlty to rr:ln,.:.lc v,:...th Lng.L15h'·.j1'f;~i:ing chU.ciI'(n of their own age.

I t re:,ulrcs vf~ry 11 ttl(' observation :md thought to c('mc to

the dl2fini to cC'neiutJion thi.,(t the only l't,al :lnd ;. f:,rman~nt 5-,':llution

of the "DOu:ihobor' roblcm" J.iES in fduco.tion and asslmL.:.tion;

:md with ttli" thou<cht in m.1nd I ft:d th..... t O' ortunity .:~ust be pro­

vided the Doukhob0r chi.~dr(.n to , arti c1pat in [11 the cdu~ational,

CU.l.tuzl LLnd l'l:'crcationalcd..:tivitics which our larg8r schools af-

ford. Such thIng s as 11 br.:.u'i es, .: ;:;:1ual tru.lning, dO'H,.' sti c sci (nee,

bute to thl social f'UUcd,tion of thE: D0lLhob0.r chL.. d, clabLi::1g him

to ;nln,le and 1'1 t i':'l ",i th C.1!lo.l..1i dn eh';' d r'< nor di f fl~r\,nt relig-,-'

tous ;':E.:rsuas:tO!l than his ('wn but 1.1. th vihorn h~ ,nu-.:t live u:rld work



(1)

( 2)

( 3)

IN THt Gr.At~D FORKS AFi}'A.
That Frui tovaand Outlo();'~ scho:Jl s be cIa sed, tht· bu1.:..dings
sold, und thp ;-uplls trans~'orted to scheol in the Ci ty of
Grand Forks alon~ \';i th tht school-agL chL.dren of Gilpin,
hereinaftf;r mo rl? ~ i:iI'ti cU.l.arly rtfc rI'td to.

IN SCH:OOL DISTHICT 7 - (Nfl,SOH)
Thut the schools Cit Sprou..:..(:~ CrePK, BlewEtt and TaghuIIl (re­
ctmtly destroytU by f1 re) be closed, the sites and build­
ings sold, and the:'upils from these areas trans: orted to
schoC'l in the; <;i ty of N<1 son.

IN S~HOCL DI 8TH! CT 8 - (SLC CAN)
That Hunter bld1J1C;, Af,pled...,u··, F'crry Siding, Pa5:imprc,
Grc'scent Val.Ley No. 1, '~nd Cru;cent Valley ~~o. ~ Hchools
be closed, the sites and bui .dinl.~s sO.i.d (."\"ld th€.se rutile
transported to cmd ubsorbAd by New Denver, ?1inlaw, South
Sloedon and Sloc;m Park schor)l s.

8.

The .fr-rcgoi::lg ~uggtst1(\n9, if adoptE-.'d, would nr-.c(~ssitate

consider...tlu.e c.pital outlay for buses and the.~r o. er,::Ltion and for

ex1 sting school ai tcr...... tions I:i:ld Gxtc~sio."1s, 0f.fset to S0mp cxt.cnt

by s4:.1e of the sltes and bui dint;s of th0se scho.~\ls which tirc

closed, the sw..arJ.es of SOnJ(': tuacllLrs, as well as janitor's wag-

es, fuel costs and r::ain tf:'nanc(~ charges.

ions art! a-iopted 1:1 who.ii;: or in '~rt, to ! luc(; such added C'sts

on thfJ School Di::.trtct Cc,Hlct::rned, s~nce the :robi.(;!11 is cE'~rtainly

provLl,ial if not :lUtic"'''1al 1.:1 its s~ope Dnd im:'ortu.nce.

The foregoing bugg(-st1Qns, if ado?tl.;.d, would affC'rd or~~or-

tunity to l'Fctify the rE~S(nt im... o~~sitl(.·· C0:1dl ticns at Giir1n

In thi s (;O':1"';C:':' t1<'''ln the followin:..; {:~XCl:rpt from the tran seri f. t of

evidence of School Insj)cctor early·.le E.. Clay (paGfs 656 tc 658)

1s of intt'rcst. It l'lUst hI;;; borne in mind hhE;n rending th::'s
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eVidence, that the school on the North side of the Kettle River

at Gilpin was destroyc:,d by fire in 1944 t:md that the Krestova

schon1 w~s similarly de&troy~d about a year i~t~r.

MR. McINNES: Q; You said at Gilpin there were about
50 children of school ag (~, but no school operating t
there? Provision is ::".ade for than attonding the
Grand ForKs School by thi s bus servi ce'/

A: Yes. I w()uld lil<c to ~oint out, Hr. Comllli asioner,
that du rine the years 1935 to 19/t 4, the school was
in o":eratlon ut Gilpin on the North side of' the river,
a.nd from all I can lE:arn no utt.i.mrt was made on the
part of the vouk ho b:H'B at Gl1~i!l to havt,; their child­
r~n tlttemd this school, and to the best of my Know­
ledge, they have ~&de no att(mrt to haVE thoSG child­
raY), broUbht :In to the c1 ty school.

THE COMMISSION: Q: What effort has tcen .1;adc by the
school authoritic5 either to co:npc..l the rare::1ts to
send the childrf.n to school on the ~lorth side of the
rivor when it was thE?1'E.:, or by bus (into the city of
Grand ForkS) today( .

A:

Q:

A:

I""~ •
~:.

A:

Q:

That is to say, while Y'QU ha.ve in rom e cases rI'O se­
cuted :' arents, as in the case of the ~~ight p eo~ le you
mentioned, . that was not rt::sortod to in th£: case of
Gilr.,in.

No.

I do not ti:nOVi, Mr. Com:nissiont,r. The same ap lies to
the I;O[ulF..I.tion at Krf.lstov:J in the Castl'egar di strict.

You hav~ guessed .at the chi:;'drcl of scho01 age at
Krestova being bf.?tv.1f;(Jn ,,00 and 300. Has (inything been
done to accuru.tely compil e a 11 st of the children thereZ

No.

I haVB ;~,(~rsonaJ.ly set:~n tho se childrun running around
loose at Krestova. They are fine, clefi, bright looking
kids a!ld shou.i.d be at sch...~ol; but you do not know of
any reason Why they havi: not boen com' clli'~d to go?
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A: It seems, MT'. Commissioner, that nobody has made any
at tempt in thf:! past, and presen t Boards have felt it
better to leave it alonfl in view of the attitude of
the parents in these districts.

(,i.;,., , I t loo~ s as though the tail is wagging the dog?
.' ,

A. It is.

Thus again 1s indicated the utter cont€mr-t of Sons of

Freedom for our school laws, and the extent to which the author­

ities h~ve pennitted them to "get away with it."

We cannot even determine the school,-age population of the

Krestov,:~ area wi th1n a guess of 100 children, because SonS of

Freedom lin:ewi se flout all laws and regulations relatlve to

Vital Statistics.

And, as in the case of past official indifference in re­

spect of collectlonof rent for use a.nd occupation of }- rovinclal­

ly owned lands and buiLdings (surely a boon to the recrul ting

efforts of the Sons of Freedom faction) NO EFFt~RT HAS BEEN Iy!ADE

to enforce com'!·.lianee by :nanbt.:rs of thi s defia!1t small group of

Doukhobors_ ..,ho have been permi tted, and almost assisted to c:x-

art an influence out of all : ro ortion to the:i.r numerical

strength or desirable qua11 ties or ffi8r1 t, and who have thereby

brought down u~on the Doukhobor population as (i. whole the cen-

sure and condemnation of the Cana.dian general publi c who find it

difficult to differcnti~... te between a few hundred lazy, indolent,

rowdy and immoral agi tutors, lunatics and criminals wl th their

past rcc:ord of terl'oristic activi ties, and the tiiany thousands of

hardworking, honest, decent, law... abiding and God-f8<J.ring r.1en and

women of the Doukho bo r f..it th who have sought succf3'ssfu.lly to
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combine the b8st traits of their Doukhobor ancestors with the

best feutures of our Canadian way of life, and have [:Jade and are

making a subst&.."ltla.l contribution to the economic, scientific,

stirt tual and cuI tural developm ont of Canada.

In these cirCUlnstc.mces I trust that you will an::- rove

my a.ction in sus;J(:nding.·roc0edings until such eff~::'rts HAVE

BEF.U';~ADE.

Past ElXrSriEJ11Ce has shewn that tension and r(~:::tlessness

of the fa:ncitical Doukhobor element is more ~I'cvo:lent or manifest

in the Sp'ring and Summer months than at this time of year. Per­

hu?s the we&ther has a gr~ut deal to do with the desision even

of an Insune ::;>erson to destroy the house in which he liv·es. In

any £-Nent I rosp ectfully rG~()m1Emd that the further v:o r,'\ of thi s

Com'1ission be defeI'red until the existing intolerable situr.ition

has been !'(;~ctified by the ap;:.iication of whatEvc'r degree of fl~rce

may be necessary or expedient, and in any case, until the SU'1uncr

of 194c5-

I assume thc;.lt it may be left to my final report to deal

wi th the €·vidence and my findings in respect of thf!sundry other

matters :lientioned in my ranfl.1"ks to the Doui-:Chobor pEoople (Append­

ix B). However, 'i.hen t ranscrir: t 0 f the .' ro ceedin:.., s to d,:: te has

been completed I :iay dsk leave to submit a Second Int~ rim net'lort

covering the act! vi ties ot: one Mike Verigin, 1J.l1 tel'.:ite fonner

oifrner-OI;eriitor of a boarding house of ill-repute: at Vuncouver,

presently of Hilliers, Va:1couvflr I slEnd, who modestly acknow­

ledges himself to be in actuality "Mi<.:ha,01, the: Archangel" of

Bib.l.icdl rfLrtnC€j and of Joe Podovinikoff, his ex-co"wict
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secretary, and mentor, and the real power 11E:lhind Mike's celest­

ial thrOnf:1.

I should l'c:port that the services of Mr. V. E;.K. Waldie,

Secretary to the Commission, have be61 telminatod as of this

date, and the scrvi ces of Mr. P. W. Strelaeff, c1 erk-in tcrpr<;ter,

as of 7th J !lnuar'y last.

Respectfully sUhnitted,

"HARHY J. BULLI VAN tl,

Cammi ssioner.

Hi:; Honour,

The Lleutf-..mant-GnV'fimor in Council,

p arliam~m t Bui.Ldings,

Vi etori a, B. C.
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APPENDIX "An.

COMtiI SSIONER.

Ladies and Gentlemen: As the LettErs of ComMission which

were read to you state, we are here to en qui re in to the cause of

the recent di sturbances in the Doukhobor settlel'Jcnts of th1 s P 1'0­

vince, and we are here to recom~end such remedial action as we

deen fit. The nature of the disturbance is, of course, well

known. These disturbances have l'eE:n such as to cause shock and

to &Dlbarrass the grea.t majori ty of the Doukhobor people of our

country and to cause alann and consternation to their law-abid­

ing Canadian neighbors of other Chri stian sects.

The Doukh'.)bor ',"'l-ople haVE: becn in Can[4da for abc'ut 50

years and in British Columbia for aIF'roximatel JT 40 yt:ars. In

the early history of disturbances in their settlements it was

thought that condo: tions would im~; rove wi th th(;; lap Se of time, and

as thei r:l emo ry of fo nn ar persecution for their faith by Eu s s1 an

authorities became .:lElrged into a knowledge and ap:~reciCit1on of

the ~~r1celess freedom which they found 1n Canada, and which thoy

still enjoy here. Unfortuni.l,tcly, things havE: become worse rath­

er than better. Depredhtions by fire and explosives have u;\ to

know numb~red into several hundreds. Great finuncial losses have

occurred to sChool houses, churches, communi ty hall s, homes,

bar'1s, factories and ;ubiic w:-,ra:s. It is said thQt theze losses

greatly exceed the total of tl,ooO,Ooa.oo.
MorE; than O:1~ life has lH.,;(::n t.<ttcn, dnd in this locality,

not very long a~o, a .~.n was shot und r.cunded in an attem't C:,.i.t

murder. ObViously, that is a situation which cannot be longer
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tolerated. After p.atient and painful sutmlssion to such cond1-

. tions in this province for 40 years the Canadian people of every

religious belief and sect, including the majority, I am sure, of

of the members of the Doukhobor sect - these people, of course,

are represented by their freely elected government, elected in

the same way that delegates from you peoyle were elected to ap-

pear here - the Canadian. people as so represented are now determ­

ined to have a final showdown on this problem. They are detennln­

ed now to ado~t a definite, clearcut policy from this time forward.

Just how drastic and far-reaching that policy may be will,

perhaps, depend largely upon the evidence now adduced before this

Commi ssion. And that is why we are here. Vie mu st ascertain, if

possible, the cause of this unrest and unhappiness; the cause of

thi s di srespect of their neighbors' rights and laws by some of

the Doukhobor people, with its resulting terrorism and fear and

injury to their fellow-Christian neighbors. And having ascertained

the cause, we must seek to find a remedy.

When the Doukhobor sect first came to Canada in l89d, they

did so in pursuance of an agreement then made by than wi th the

Canadian people who were then living in this country. The Cana­

dian people, of course, were represented by their government and

the Doukhobor sect by delegates whom they had sent.

As one part of the wont of thi s Commission, WE:: should per-.

haps in the course of our hearings examine the terms of that a­

greement. Let us see, what the Canadian peopLe of that day pro-
_..~

mised to the Doukhobor people. Let us see what the Doukhobor

people promised to the Canadian people of that day. Let us see
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to what extent that agreanent has been lived ur to by the partie.

to 1 t. .ti.nd if there has been d€fuul t by c1 ther party, le:t us try

to?lace our flngf-'r on that defaul t and SC(: what Wf- can do to re­

medy it.

For that purpose I ask the asslstm1ce of every j: erson or

organ:' zat10n having &riy information or suggestions to subni t. I

shall hold as many sitting-s and shall sit in as r:'Clny locations i:1S

may be reasona.bly necess~:,J'Y. I Wi..1nt to hE~ar all reprEsentationm

and thoroughly 8maust this 5ubj'ect now. Any person or ()rganiza­

tiob may apF-ear before me in f. erson or by agent, or by t;ounsel

as they see fit. Mr. McInnes, the Counsel to the Comr:.lls::iion, will

rC!1dor any rl2asonable assistance necessary for the r roper:\resent­

ation of their casco Submissions may be :nade orally or in writing.

or part oral und ~jart writt(;n as desired.

AS I haVE; r-reviously st<.1ted, cur P!'OCC(~d1.llgS must be gov­

orned by the Public In\":;Uir1es Act, but subj act ~o that Act will

be as informal as possiblE), and I stress and rei:eat the.t it is my

wi sh and lnten tion to hear ev~ry r 0rson who can po s si bly assi st

me to exhaust thl s subj ect.

Notice of future sittings will be published from timo to

time. The Secretary of the Commission 1s .Mr. Victor E.K. Weldie,

who 15 at the "ume Hotel for the moment and you :nay comt:'un1cate

wi th the C;.~mmission through him. We shall now proceed,.

MCINNES:

t.f r. Com~1ssioner, I have, as you know, been in the d1 S­

trict tor the past several days. Prior to tht:tt 1 naS here on

two rr~v1ous occasions in Nelson, Where, with the assistance

of Mr. Weldi e, secretary to the Commi ss1on, I endeavoured to get
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in touch with as many differt::nt people a.nd groups as I could with

a view to e.xplaining to th811 thl' nCiture and purpose of this Com­

m1ssio,~, und that wo were here to help them, if t;ossible, to solve

their troubles.

I took occasion to vi 51 t the various Doukhobor factions in

thei r own communi ties and villaGes. I carne to th€~ conclusion, in

which you, Mr. Commissioner, readily concurred, that the sittings

should open in the hE:art of the Doukhobor sE:ttlem ents. There are

various factions involved, and without assigning the r~asons for

so doinb, it was rel t that th~ first c;:vidence· to be taken should

be that of the Unt'on of Spl ri tual Communi ties of Chri st, of whi ch

I understand Mr. John V.crigin is secretary. I advi.sed him of my

int~ntion and he agreed that they would present thoir ~vidence

first.

Last ~v(;nlng I learned that Mr. Donald MacDonald, K.C.,

of Trail, had been retained by them to present their evidence

before the Ccmmissi0n.

I wish to assure.:: Mr. ,MacDonald thut I welcome his rre­

sence here before the Commission, and if I c(;.n be of any assist­

ance to hia:. in the' ;' rcscntation of the evidence for the faction

which he rF,i"lrCsents, :-ny services arc at his disrosal.

I thi.'1K, lit:::'. Com:uissioner, while so Clany of tho prorle

are hE;re:,::rescnt that 1.f you would be ~ood E.nOUtih to make it clear

to them that they will be perf€:ctly welcome to be rresent at any

sittings of the Comeni ssion whCreVLI' held.

COM~ISSIONER.

You nay say, Mr. Internrcter, that I agree with th:..J.t and
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welcome the }J I'€'se:1 co 0 f everyone tc .hoar the C'vidence that is

given. If there should be any eVldEnce which affpcts them, and

which they thirtit is erI'on€ou!.~, they may arrange thrc:-ugh the sec­

retary or Mr. McI!lnf~s to adduce' evidence on the1 r OWtl behalf

dealing wi th th<.:: rmbj cct; thut is .to say that, 8.1 though I undcr­

st'lnd th;lt dt:leg;Jtes have been appointod to rE,prcDcnt the differ­

ent fo.ctions, the evidence neLd not be limi ted to thE dell;;giites;

anyone has the right to b€ heard.

Another ;;f,lint which I 'nigh~ §ci,1tion is thut, if it .is in­

tima.ted by any wi tness to Counsel, or to r::tysel f, thiJt thE. e.vidence

whl ch they aTe about to ~i ve muy bE;-; incriminato ry, they will be

given the pro taction of the Canada Evid(=>...."1ce Act, if 0 bj (-'ction is

registered as required, a'l'}d any cvide~1te thc."!l [;i ven will never

be av:...ilable against them in other :.-roceedings,y except of course

a r-roc8€d1ng on a charge of ~erjury. I f you do not understand what
I

I have just tried t: tell you, you !1ay t(:.;l{e it up with Counsel,

who will explain it to you privately.

MACOONALD.

Mr. Com::ni s sion, (:r, I haVB been retained to act foT' the

Union of S;,irltual. l.OID'llunities of Christ to Cirrd?lUE: to suhnit Yihat

evide:cc they hav( th1:it ml~ht us.<~. st you in your dutl E,s 85 Com­

m1ssionc·r. I ill!l sur~J that all r~.ictions involVt:;d in this di$turb­

Mce ap' recL.ttc thi s op','ortuni ty of sutmi tting eVidenco to you

as Cow"'Dissioner, and SF ec~ing as Counsel 1 tru st th,.lt all who

haVE any 8videncfi:; of v...lua wil..l. ~lot f<.:.1i to come forward with it.
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In this connection I would suggest to all factions to do

the same thing, that is, . sutmi t all the evidence th?y have.

I may say that thi s di stri ct has been wai ting for an op­

portunity of' this kind to submit t:;viden,ce to a Commission duly

appointed by the Govr-;rn",ient, and it will be thf"; f;'1ult of the

parti.esconcerned if they do not "v'.lll thE;:ms~'lves of the oppor­

tu..rl1 ty to g1vo all' the information they can.

Mr. Com'ni ssioncr, a.s Mr. McInnes said, I have only botn

ret,:lined acoU:ile of d:1:,'S ago~ U.no it is ~oing to be ratlu:r dif­

ficult to {3<.:;th€I' all the facts 1:1 a short time th:.lt deals with a.

m?J.tter thuthas been disturbing th:l s community for a (;re'::lt num­

b€.1r of Y'e~!rs. I can assur~i' you, Mr. COID;Hissioncr, th~t we will

do all 'fie c:..n to assist you. We have a considerabl.e numbt:-;I' of'

docUI.nents to inS;H~ct, ..,nd I thinK it ...rili bo necessa.ry to go

back to the original arr~ngeruent b6twen the liovcmrr,ent of Ca'1lida

~nd thf;: Doukhob-"rs in order to g .. t a . roper pictur8 of the pre­

sent si tu.\ tion.
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APP:ENDIX "B".

STATeMENT OF GQMMISSION?R AT S:TTINGS OF
COMMISSION AT SOOTH SLOCAN, B. C. ,ON "lXH
J ANUAHY, 1948.

Mr. Counsel, before you go any farther wi th your ;)rogrenune this
>

t!lorning, I have a statement to tflukc to the r'E'O~'le here, and it

1 s as follows:

As I have pointed out to you on more than one occasion,

the Provincial Govnrn',ent, in appointing this Commission, re­

cogni zed the fact that there was great unrf:st and unhaprlnes3

among thE~ D""ulchobor pco!Jlf,.

I was sent here to ascertain the cause af' this unhapF1-

ness and tcnston, and to suggest wht;.t ;Jossi bl.y could bE.' dnne to
,

com ose the difficulties, and to make the life of the Doukhobor

man and w~)mnn a hf..lp~"i~'r and fullf.;r and more contt;nt life' than it

has been in the T:G'.~t, dnd j; arti cularly in' thE! rE:ccn t p'as t.

As an indi·cution of the r~~ctl <In(1 lively co:t1cc·rn of your

Ca:lada1n Christian neighbours, the vast majority of whom want to

be your friends, we have had four of their duly elected reprcsent-

ative~, that is, Members of Parli:::u.'1E-nt, in attf':ndu::'icE. <'it our :eet-

i:lg s. They did not COffifJ herE. to gi V( t:vidonco. They c;.,.m,c, as I

did, to try to m1d(;rstand your "rob~crll so th[.t thr-y cc'ulu help

Y('-u when tho time cwr..E: for than to considtr my report.

For myself, I cu:n herr in 011 humili ty to l.earn everything

that I couid ;';'Dout -you.

Starting out in com lete ignoranc8 ('If your hlstory Cind

tradl ticns, or the tt'::ets of your Dcukhobor Chri stis.n f:..1 th, I

~s pc-ssible r,.[; ..H;ling your V:"'OWS llnd Christiu."1 beliefs in ge~cr-

at10nB past, in order to be in a pG sf t10n to roo re accurc::. tely
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gauge your present atti tude.

I may ha.ve lost my t0m; E;r once or twice during tht:: course

of our Hoarings, but generally you must agree that I have trif)d

to be syr;~path0tic and iJutient.

I have devoted a grout deal of thought and hard work to'Nards

attcm:·ting to evolve mutually agreep.ble and workable .:)olicies cov­

ering:

1. Proper definition and r~cogn1t1on of your claim to mili­

tary exemption, because there has been some mt sunderstand­

ing about that 1.:1 the past.

2. Your po s1 tion in resp ect of the ovm orshlp of f('! nn (~r Com­

munity lands, und tho ;;rotf_ction of your cl.,uity in those

lands a";.:..Ji'.:i.st any claim by the taxp£'lyers that they should

profi t by a sal e of tho:..le L",'.lds in the op En r:1tlr~ et. Thut

claim is understilndable, and it is d.ngC'rous from the stand­

point of your '~osition, bec;ause after all, the ta.xpbyers

prl:~sently own these lands, <'i.l'1d legally do not owe the Douk­

hobor~jeo:"'le anything 1.n respGct of thEm.

3. The whole '3!'oblcm of educ .... tion. 1 h::.tve tri. cd to work nut

a policy ~1th definitely st~ted safeguards in respect of

your freedom of worship," and Tes!'ecting every D.I'ticJ.e of

your Doukhobor f;...:.1 tho

4. The whole .nestion of V1tw. Stdtistics laws and regulations,

as you ht.tird thi S rt!ornin6,flas beE.n thf.; 5Ubj Gct of wor:r 1n

Commi t teo, di scussin6 wi th del Ega tes I'0 ssi bl e a~:end';: cnts

of the .La.w, and of these foms to ~tl.ke thAIIl more ac~cpt~

ablE: to people of your fuit.h.

5. Consideration of the establishment of a rc.'rmanent com:niss­

ion tor Doukhobor affuirs. 1 had ho~ed to tilscu5s thnt

suggestion with you, at'!uggestion that r"olicies ,from this
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time forward b~ framed and w0rked out by a penn!inent com­

mission of repres€ntutives of the Doukhobor fuctions (all

of them) and departmEillts of Government, suc.\;l as E:ducation,

Agriculture, Public Works and that sort of thing, and per­

haps wi th one or more members of the facul ty of the Uni­

versity of British Columbia, Viho hav~ studied the Doukho­

bor question, and are sympathetic towards it.

6. Various other matters which have been touched ur.on by wit­

nes~es in gl ving 8vidence, or whi ch may be coll~t(;ral to

the things I have just '1H::ntioned.

Then to avoid any possible misunderstanding or misrepre­

sentation as to anything said by me, or any witness, I hav~ had

ev· ry word of eVidence translated to you, and even arranged to

have the translation carried to you by loud spe3ker. In addi­

tion to that, ~,nd with the sC:roe obj€ct, to provent mi!Junderstand­

ing or lIlistdke as to '.",hat was be.:.ng said or being do::.e, I pre­

vailed upon the Government to r-rovide a transcript of the >ro­

ceedings to thosE who could not afford to pay for 1 t themselves.

Now the effa rts of the Gcvern:n ent and myself flnd Counsel,

and the various officers of this Commission to gain the ccmf1d­

ence of you Doukhobor pt-:ople have eVidently, faLLed, and I am cx­

trernely sorry for that.

Al though I have had some witnesses who came f'or'Ward and

admitted thei r ~ast criminal acts of terror1 sm, in aCknowledge­

ment of their o?in :;ast error, and in evidence of their W1.sh to

repent, and al though some of these :,eople have urged other

peop1 e to follow the same (:{1UrSe, and to di scontinue criminal
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misconduct, which is against the first principles of Doukhoborism,

the regrettable fact 1s that even while these Hearings were in

progress, not less than six outrages of extreme gravity have been

committed.

There was the Taghum mill, a huge loss. There was the

Taghum school. Then the Frui tova school, where the f., re was put

out before a ~reat deal of damage was caused. The·n the serious

fire at Hillier. Then the bombing and burning of that block in

the centre of Grand Forks the other day. And yesterday, as you

know, the Blueberry school was burnt to the ground.·

The first part of my job, to ascertain the cause of these

bombings aTld bUInings and shooting and murder 1s easy. The

answer 1s that these shootings and bombings and fires and murder,

and attempted murder, have been due to crime and insanity, and

the work of certain aglt~tors who prey upon their sim~le, cred­

ulous countrymen for power or money, or perhaps both.

And I think that that situation should be cleaned up,

using every bi t of force necessary for the purpo se befo·re I go

any further into these minor matters, such as your ferm of mar­

riage registrution, the ropurchase of your lands, or anything

else to im~rove the condition of the law-abiding peop~e among

you. I know that most of you are law-abiding.

The fact is, and you people know it as well as I know it,

that right here in thi s hall today there are .' en who took part

in one or more of these outra.ges, or vvho know the persons who

did take ;;art, and if they do not know, they can certainly find

out. These people have done nothing to place the police in
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possession of the infonnatlon ':lecessary for prosecution.

Now 1 am going tc adjourn this Hearing. I will 'neet de­

legates from you r:eople at four 0' clock this afternoon in the

Cl ty Hall l:ouncil Chamb(;:r tit N',:.1 son.

The Independents may send three dHlf;;gatE~s. The Union of

Spir1 tual Commuril ti (;5 of Chx'ist f1ay send three. The Sons of

P'reEdom may send thret'. The ;!Il:1nnur of selection (If these de1e­

gat0s shall bo up to each faction. Counsel for the Com.mi ssion

will be therF, a.nd Counsel for the Union of Spiritual Communit­

ies of Christ :;'iay ~lso attend.

Nobody has to CCl€' unlf';ss they 'Wish, but at four o'clock

thi s afternoon I' aiD going to ask these del egatcs to show cause

why 1 should not now t;.;ke the ccurse which seems to 1:;6 the ('-nly

logi e:il c("urSe to pursue in the ci ~cumstances.

Liv~s are being endangered, and property is being destroy­

0d allover this country.

A state of emergency exi3ts and I feel the Govem:nent

should ;' 1'0 ceed as fell' a state of er.lcrgr,::ncy. I t will be up to the

law-enforcement officers of' the Crown to decide how they shall

proceed. That is no t my conc(:?m.

It mayi'nean the enactment of S': ecial legislation of a se­

vere and drastic n~ture. I do not know.

I t may mean that every r. erson residing on former commun­

i ty lands, or who ever, reSided u~on such lands, will bF) confined

to his own dwelling until the question of his or her sanity or

criminality has been determined by ~l~~er investigation. I do

not say that that course will be pursued. I am not doing it.
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and hardship to a lot of innocent peopl e, but go up to Grand

Forks and l00k at that bombed building, as I did yesterday,

picture for yourself what might havE hap;ened there to peo~le

passl~g by on the street aYld you'lli11 agreE wi th me tha. t the

s1 tU1:l tion is a desperate one, calling for drastic action:

I f you have a Cd.:nc(.~r in your right hand, it m@y be

necessary soffit-times to amputatt the whole arm. A lot of

muscle and healthy tissue (!lay be s~"crli'iced, but that sacrifice

has got to be :aade for the ;:.reservatlon Clf lif~ in the whole

body. That is the way I feel about it.

I am not g·cinB to 5i there a.'1d try to work (':ut methods

of improving the lot of the DoukhC'Por j,GEopl:e on trivial minor

affairs while the country 1s l;eing blolli'n up and bu:mt up.

Subj ect to Wlyth:,ng that tlH::se deleg£ltes rna:; haVE:' to

say to me at four 0' clock this afttrnocn, I thim: it v.111 be

useless and si.i.ly for me to r.roceed further until the crazy

? eopl e arc ~. ut in the ~~ ental usylum, £lnd the criminul s 10 cIted

up in the ponitentiary.

We will now adjourn sine die.

HEf\~I:iG THl!.8FUPON AnJCURNJ·D SINE DIF.



APPENDIX nc"

Mr. Com:n1ss1oner and your fcllow-workE:rs:

After hearing all this eVidence. especially of the repre­

sE.ntatives of the two large Doukhooor groups, the members of the

Union of Spiritual l,;om,mnitles of Christ and also the so-called

Independent Doukhobors, V".e fe€:l th[;\t we must also gi ve out' con.­

clu ~i"rl to t.he ~u€;st1on at htmd.

We slnct:'rely decL;.re that we hold no hatred towQrds these

t;wo grouiJ $, but they a:,rr:; no t revealing the truth and continue to

r~lay ("t hide-and-3€'6k. The Doukhobor situ~t!on st'.;nds in an

altogether differE:'nt light.

Fl."om the very eli.rllest beginn' ng of thu Douhhobor move­

ment. it especially ~tocd apart from all oth€r grour s and had

unending conf'li ct s wi th the goYernm ental system and other organ­

izations t ..nd societies on thE grounds that they h ..~V() always dis­

I'egarded God' s c()mm~ndment, "Thou shall not kill tl , and it can be

safely st ... ted thut these conflicts are not the result of any lJl1s­

tukes or rn!sundtc:Tstan'dings but the unavo1dt1.ble re~ult of the me€:t­

ins of two contradictory forces; light and d~n'kn.ess......nd truth and

falsehood. Fr,'m the very beginning of D,,,:,ukhobor history WC see

this strug~le br-tW'::0D these two forces. The one force at ."hose

head for thb' dur..ltion of agfJS stood the i.haraohs, CafJSarS, emper­

ors, ¥.1ng $ eind other m1chty ru1 ers, a1 ways· endeavored to tlC>ld the

p€Olle in darkness and subj ection. I t created a,11mattt-JTs ot

cl1ains th<Jt the u!.o .. 1e call :':an-made laws &nd every srlUrt for light

and tr~cdom was crushed bl the harshGst DH:ans. Wars. persecutions,
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;r1sons and the gallows always served and continue to .erve as

the stronghold of th~ stdtO.

The other ot>!~(\s1n;j force struggled to free the pEO: le from

thl s stli$.te- en ala-vernen t, from deee! t, 19no rance, SU!' crstl tlon and

all other m1 sconcc;;tlons and dlrect thf'ID to'tldrd peace, fr(><(1doll, ,

light and. love.

In this stru~Gle, on the one side of th~ com~on p~ople and

truth, were' many bravE.' 'ionecI"s, and thou()h they full 1n sacri­

fice in this strtfe, their martyrdom was not in 'H\10. The most

outstanding pione()r inth18 struggle, of cf'urse, was Christ.

'rom the time that the rulers crucified Christ, they ntvor dil­

continued to hound Hi ~,true rollow'ers, end th1& strug~le oon­

tinutis on to this d(~y. So it wa.s, is, und appfll.rcntly will con-

tinu~ to bEl. But in spi tE' of the tri'bulat1on of the dark forc-

eli we j"1Imly peli eve thut ::-.£!ace, freedom truth ~nd love will

finally triumph 1'.1 the heart of man.

The strue~le of thE: Doukhooors from the very beg1n'11ng

and till th1 s day 1s also being wagod against the very d~,l·knes.,

bal'bari Sin :.ind ir;no l'(tnce whi ch since the oDrli est tlm~s has been

ilnd cont1l1U(1S to be the bul-wa.rk of the statE: system and or~~aniza­

tlon. In the 17th and 13th ct:nturj,es tbe huss1an Orthodox Church

was an €speci&lly ardent defendant of all ~tate evil! and injust­

ices and held the ::l8SSeS in ignor~ncE~ and bewilderment. Because

of this the Doukholxir5 of 'tha.t time dirl:cted their strug;:;le a­

ga.inst the church 'Ind its OJ,) PO resslons end burned and destroyed

its symbols ot idol 'f4orship; idons and other idols. Doukhobors

of that timE') also rejected st:..l.tistichl :rcgistrat1on. For these

things they were· aUbJ ectad to the harehelt or .~ er'ecut1ons and
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and puni ahments; they threw them into pri sons, cemented than into

concrete pillars, slashed thei r back s at the whipping-po st s, forc­

ed them to walk over burning cinders, took their children away and

never returnl;;d them to their varents; they 'used to der-ort them to

distant Siberia for hard labour, and Vthlpped even the children be­

cause their parents would not recognize the ;;;riests, as well as

many other methods that were used which even the In"uisi tion had

not invented.

Thi s was thE': f1 rst Dou~rhobor period, or as thE; Doukhobors

say - thl s was bI'eGlkfast.

~ward the end of the 19th century the Doukhobors in' Russia

again rose 1n protest, and by the burning of their guns, struck a

hard blow against the enemy of mankind - milita"lsm. Because of

this, the Doukhobors were abtdn subj ected to harsh p~rsecution a.nd

torture. They were shipred off to nrisons, scatt€'red among the

Tartar and Georgian Villages, tortured by hunger, whipped in the

disciplinary battalions, etc, etc. In this strife the Doukhobors

had sacrificed more than a thousund human lives.

The Doukhobors consider this to be the second spiritual

;leriod of their history; - in other words - this was the dinner.

In Canada tb~ Doukhobors collided wi th the third and most

powerful evil of :nankind - the rrinciple of private ov.nership. The

Doukho 00 rs, through tri al and erro r knew what poi son was contained

and hidden in the emassment of matErialistic wealth, and so that

even the smallost collection of weal th crlprles the soul of 'nan

and forces him to turn away from all that 1s wise a'1.d just and turn

toward decci t and inj usti ce and recogni ze it as the tru tho

We know full well the ;;::rinciple of :,rivate ownership is not

restricted to the ,rlv~te ownership of land, but extends a a great



28.

deal further. And as our P.P. Chestakov· stated, that "Not until you

break away, not only from worldly I!leasures but also your father,

mother, wife, ch1ldren and even your own self; not till then are you

true Doukhobors." But we know that rrlvate ovmershlp of land 1s

tht.: f1 rst step to ~.:. 1'ivats ovmership of E.verything el see Ownership

of land 1 s the greatest crying injusti ce, as it is here thn t a man

crosses the boundary cmd bogins to disobey God's Commandments.

Did net the Lord God tell Moses on !lOu:.flt Zion: "The land shall not

be sold for~ver; for the land is mind; for ye are strangers and so­

journers w1.th me",. Leviticus 25: 23. Definitely on this basis the

Dc.ukhobors oncoming to Canada refused tc.. accf;pt the land in pri.vate

ownership and from that time began the struggle betw~en the Canad­

ian gov(:rnment and the Doukhobors.

iven so, the Doukho bors did not wi sh. to engagf in th1 s

struggle and tried to settle it in a peaceful manner. To prove

this we r.resent this (1) document. In it the Dou~hobors clearly

enough presented their outlook. on life which was based anti rely en

the teachings of Christ. But thE) government conSidered its laws

greater authori ty than any consideration, even greater than God

Hims€lf, and remained inflexi ble. The Doukhobors soon saw that

their si tuation .was getting cri tical and isSued a Proclamation to

all nations of the world wi th the request - Can thGre be found

some such I.:,lace where the Doukhobors could settle and live accord­

ing to thei I' convi ction s1

But this PTO clamation did no tsolVe the Doukho be r problem;

the friction with the government increased day by day. Finally it

came to such a state that at the beginning of the year 1902 the

government conclusively notified the Doukhobors that until the



Doukhobcrs carried out the government' $ demands, their settlement

on the occupied lands would be considered illegal.

Such a. severe reply contradicted the spirit of' the first

and original promises of the government, especially the demand that

the Doukhobors accept allegiance to the crown together wi th the

land, manifested the whole thing to the Doukhobors as a bare-faced

farce, and a part of the Dcukhobors' 2000 members decided to leave

the country.

Even though the Royal CO~';mlssioncr, William Blackmore, in

1912 conSidered the Doukhobor uprising as.a fanatical movement, but

in reality the fact of the matter was altogether different. They

decided to leave the country because they did not desire to accept

ownership of lalld, allegiance to the Bri tish CroTon and statistical

registrati~n. They, even the youngest and the oldest, fearlessly

aro se and left, 1 rregardless of the approaching winter, but the

'Government forcibly turned them back to their homes.

Three years later the government again began to force land

ownership and allegiance to the British Crown upon than, and when

the Doukhobors refused to accept it, the government in 1907 finally

and conclusively took their lc.nd iiJ.way from them, and everything

that was built on it, valued at $e,OOO,OOO and the Doukhobors were

materially ruined completely.

The Doukhobors bought land itl British Columbia in the name

of certain 1ndividual sand mlgra ted th.i ther from Saskatchewan.

Although they felt that the buying of the land was not right, but

this wrong was more or less smoothed over by the fact that the

land was actually no man's particular property, but belonged to
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all equally and was tilled communally.

But here as well, they were not left in peace. The Govern­

ment brought up the ~uestion of schools and statistics. These

questions are contradictory to the Doukhobor principles. I rregard­

less of the fact that the Doukhobors had concrete reasons and ar­

guments against schools and statistical registration, the govern­

ment paid this no considered and continued to bear pressured upon

them, and on this ground there were several collisions. The strug­

gle continued for several years and came to such a point thut the

Royal Commission was called out under the presidency of William

Blackmore in the ye;ar 1912.

We especially stress the fact that as the reply to the

commission, (2) and we bring out docurnentur'y evidenco to prOVE;

this, that the struggle with the govem'nent was led by the Christ­

ian Coml-:2unity of Univ(;-Jrsal Brotherhood. The governDiE>nt inflexibly

forced its schools and Vital Statistics Act upon the Doukhobors

and threatened that in case they would not agree to these laws,

the com~unity would be fined, and the fines would be col18cted

through the sale and auction of the communal property. All this

can be ascertained by the account of Zdr. Blackmore's and Attomey­

General Bowser's visit to the Doukhobors on the 17th December, 1914.

(In the collections of W.A.Sukero.ff and book by G. Verlgin.) In

view of this declarution, the Doukhobors in their :tu.m· replied to

.the government (3) by thE; folloWing letter over thE:; signatures of

K. RfJbin and Sam Veri schagin and others.

After a lapse of time the government impudently sent out

several of its teachers and opened schools at first in the homes



31.

~~d gradually several schools were bu1lt.

The communal residents were greatly troubled by the tum

this s1 tuat10n had taken and in mass meetings "discussed the prob­

lem: Could a cat educate chick5~1 The public answered, NO! It

cannot educate them but only sViallow them up! They seriously dis­

cussed how to scare these cats so that they would run away.

Two or three years later all the schools in the Doukhobor

settlements were burned to the ground. After this tho government

decided that the communal residents must again build the schools

up. They defini tely refused to do thi s and soon after Peter W.

Verigin was killed by a bomb.' We suspect a Illot against hi~) left

because the train was not held over following such a serious'in­

cident but was rele&sed to t,roceed wi th a pi'evlous investigation

by the gov€mment. Apart from all this. the concluding o:"1n1on

of M:c. William Blackmore in his report comr,els us to suspect that

the government 'Was responsi ble. for the removal of Peter W. Lordly.

n (4) 4th document. Mr. Blackmore t s investigation regarding
n the person of Peter W. Verigin was summed up 1n the follow­
n ing \'tords: The main problem facing the Government of Bri t­
n ish Columbia 1s not the· Doukhobors as a whole, but their
n 1 cader, P etE:r Verigin. n

A few days after Peter W. VEr1gin was m'U rdere·d, the Gov­

ernment demanded that the community must accept schooling immed­

iately. The community c-ttegorically refused. A little while lat­

er the police in Qr~'1.d Forks :nade an attack on comJ':':.unal property

and took away all mann8rs of p rovi sions valued at $25,000. The

pol1 ce 11kevd se declared the. t similar auctions of property will

continue until the schools are built.
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~oon after this was received a letter from Russia from

commissioned delegates Gabriel Vcrischagin and Nikolai Plotni­

kaff 1n whi ch· they warned the community: "Do not wasto your amm­

unition needly but wait for your comJH."tnder." Later they clp.arly

wrote and explained that schools should be accepted. A delegation

of COllF1unity members was S€'r1t to N~lson to settle tho school

question, and there a part of the delegates declar€:d that a part

of D:'ukhobors will not ac~t the schools.

After the death of Peter Lordly, for more than three years

there was peace a~d not a single school was destroyed.

On hi s arr1val in Ca..I1e.da, Peter P. Chestakov un! ted all the

Doukhobors into one community, consisting of thre0 groups, slight­

ly different in their spiritu~l nature but united in one a1m: 1.

Sons of Freedom - the adults, 2. The Community - the juveniles,

. and 3. Independents - 11 ttl0 children. Ac(:ord1.ng to their. respons­

1bil1ty in the coromun struggle Chestakov classed these grou;; s thus:

Sons of Freedom - Avanguaurde, Communi ty - CL'n trc, and the Inde­

pendents - the rear guard.

When the Peter PE:trovitch advis{;d thLit the Doukhobors ac­

cept schools, one sect1on, the Sons of Freedom, openly dGcl~red

that they would accept net ther school s nor s tati stical regi stra­

tion nor r I'iv~te ownership of land. The communi ty stated that "we

will accep.t schooling, W~: shall educ.:.ite our children so th~·,t they,

through the use of their education, should carry thE' truth l,nto

the world." In the eantime schools co~tinued to burn aaong the

DOUl':ho be r scttl ements.

The eleven years of Peter p. Chestakov t s being among the

Canadian Doukhobors speaks tor itself; of his ma:gnif1cent efforts
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t. rally the ranks and push the Doukhobors a.head by the path of

their ancestors. F~m the first day he declared, "I, Chestakov,

shall part the farce from the truth, and the light from the dark­

ness. I shall purge the Doukhobor organism from all its canccreus

growth. My father led uS out from Russia to this famous shore. I

a that every one also; in our God there isn't a shadow of differ­

ence. I ask you, finnly stand by your posts. n

Peter Petrovich also was persecuted and also had his taste

of Canadian pri sons. In these he 10st hi s health, in the Prince

Albert, Winnipeg and Nelson jails.

As a result of all this he did not continue to live very

long, but died soon afterwards. S1$ultaneously, the Sons of Free­

dom were thrown out of their homes and this afterwards resulted in

their three years' imprisonment on Pierce I sland. The chi:l:.dren

of the Sons of Freedom were likewi se impri soned in various govern­

ment industrial schools where they were severely punished, espec­

ially by the government offi cial Mr. Brankin in Coqui tlam Indust­

rial school and three several-week old babies per~shed from negli­

gence in the orphanage. We believe that this was done with the

intention to SUbjugate us.

A short time after the death of Peter Petrovich, the loan

company with the permission of the Canadian Courts, confiscated

all the ten million dollar property belonging to the Chri stian Com­

munity of Universal Brotherhood for $300,000. The company, of

course, sold and plu':1dered an enormous part of thi s property for

almost a song; all the machinery and moveable parts from the fac­

tory and the saw-mills and so on. Then the government of British

took into own hands the ranains ot this property and tried to sell
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1t back to the cOQlmun1 ty, the very lands they had tsi<en from thEID.

But the tamer covMunity [:JEmbers a few ye'::'.TS ago 1n their tE)lcgram

categorically refused to buy the lGnd.

As a result of the conrron struegl e the Doukhobet rs WeT€:; mater'"

lally ruincd several times and now a large section of thE.ro t espec­

ially the former Cor:r"luni ty t!embers l:md the Sons of Frt~(:;do-"\ are still

ruined ftluterially. Bocause of this tho Doukhobors at ""reSent find

themselves on a cOl'Slparable level us when they were banished from the

Tavr1cheskoy provil1ce the first time, and l1kewlstj ?hen thf'y were

bani shed [I'om the Caucl.lsus.

As we have already st ... tE'd the principle of crlvutB ownership

of materlalism has swallowed up the whole of !,1.HlOkind. Since ancient

times the pee le created many d1ffE~rent idols for. thans01vcs to wor­

Ship, such as kingdoms, monarchies, r(>~lg1ons, poli tics, republics.

sciences. etc. ~nd to rJlease these idol!! they pres€nted th£in lii th

many different tOl"RlS of sacrifices•. Wars, bloodshe4s, e:xploi tations

and every othor form of injustice was r ructised 1n tht.\ r1u..'!le· of these

idols. The ?:resent Uf;1Y civilized soc1(:ty ll'Kewise has crcuted for

itself its own idols and worships it. cnd serVeS it even more than

to all the prE3vious idols. This 1$ materialism. In order to get a

possible erec,ter amount of ~llatcriallstic weal th men havo comml tted

and continue to commit eV'f,ry conclevable form of injustices and

crimes wi thout number.

And these crimes are rWilpant not only among at 11d1vi dual s but

even among nutlons and races. Ty.;o great Viorld war4 11,ave taken nlace

on the grounds of nothing other than mat~.riali_, only on a large

scale. We See that a third world war is at our doorz, which w1l1 be
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this world war will undoubtedly mean the destruction of all mank1nd.

Notwith$tundingly, c(:rtaln prol2illn{;nt militarists and 1~o11.t1c1ans

cannot wait tor it to start ~\nd openly advocate their desir€ to be­

gin tbe 'War. Therefore the Doukhobors deem it 'their duty to :protest

a third world war 1n the most detelm1ned way. (5)

n( 5) iTeM. BOya TFST URGED FUR RUSSIANS.

San Francisco, Dec. 8 - (BOP)
Gen. Bolla.,l1d M. ("HoVilln' Mad l1) smith" wartime marine corps
com:uander in the Pac1!1 c, Sunday advocated the irar"! ~d1ute
d.rop.ping of atomic bomb. 1n ucert::i1n unlnhHbl ted art?6S of
RU$sia. to give th(iJrt an actual defllonstr,jt1on of this r:o.er­
luI weapon. It
The retired marine called the atomic bomb Ntlle greatest
weapon for peace that WailS known to mank1nd" but added
flatly ttthat th.ere 1S going to be a Wal". t'I
"The Vancouver Sun., Dec.S, 1947. ft

We are not opposed to the sane and .equally d1 strl buted use

of ~he$e i!'latt'rla11stic 1Jr1vl1eges, but rather to mllSuse ot thEBe

We are fully convinoed that God creQted thi $ planet and gave .i t eV­

erything necessary for man's needs una there can be nQ justification

for thei r cut ting 8<Jch other's throats.

This harr!ble idol, l:~ater1alism, han spread so and rooted 1t­

self 50 filmly that little by little it has swallowed up almost all

tr..ose foremost idealists, such. as Doukhobo:rs, Molokans, ,UlllterS and

others and they have also bowed before th1sidol. Because of this

·the fEd thful Doukhobors were forced to roveal th1 5 truth to the

world by the bum1n!) of homes, etc. amongst their brethren. And

thus was unfolded the mystery about this 1ciol ... the DouJt~hobors have

openly proclaimed to the world that the! \fol.farf~ of the 'Whole world

1s not worth the life of one child. But, for the burning of several

half-rotten h.ouses, which were cQ1'6::-;unally built, close to seventy
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1nd1v1du81s have been betrayed by the1r own brethren and thrown into

prl son tor a duration of f1 va to nlneteenyears. Of seme ch1ldren

both psrents have been 1mprl$oned ~nd some of the imprisoned th~1!'1­

selvaS are (')nly children.

The strugc;le against land ownership, gov~rnUHsnt schools (fal.$EI
J

education) and the idol, nH~tf;:riall$l11, con3tl tutes the thi I'd. Douk,hobo r

perjrd - supper.

Now we w111 tell you ,iloout those burnings .hioh were com!tted

by the Doukhobors, liven though this does not concern the outside

world $ince this ls strictly an lnternalDouldlOoor i):roblaa.

1. A UlOYler and a communal home at Otradnoe·.\'orc burned as

a test of our own selves. Doukhobors burned their gun$ so as not

to kill anyone under any circumstances and for any reG.SonS. But

these two instances Showed cleurly th;.;.t though they had bumed their

guns they had not burned th€ anser out ot their hearts. This was

eVidenced by tho clubs, pltch.f~:':r~s, brier bushes and lopes with wbleh

the Doukhobors beat and tortured their ovm bt fithren wi th the result

that one of the$ died 500n arterw~rds.

2. Schools, rorced upon the Doukhobors by the goV€m':::iBnt,

were destroyed by fire becuuso schools ~rf) l)rOpogators of a fJ.lse

COnoof-,; tion of c1v111 Z.. ,.t1on, pJ.1tron1 Zing the beast, mill tur1 sm.

We £leed no ~~6citlc EVidence to rrev€' this, for a d~~lce at tho sch(bola

and its results cleijI'ly shows th.~t (;.·very importc..nt wea,;on of de­

struction, 1nclud1nu the atomic bomb, could be traced to the school

doorstep and the teacher's desk.

3. The monument on the gra.ve of PeteI' Lordly was destroyed

becat;se thi:3 stone bcg.m to be GradUally t:::-anstonued into un idol
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to BlAny Doukhobors. Our ancestors struggled against the perverted

tOImS of worih1p adoptr-lei by the Orthodox Church. Pc:ter P. stuted:

"The Doukhobors neVf3r struggled lii3i:11n.st pure orthodoxy, as this is

in tull a true faith, but we purged it of idol-worship, e.g., they

denounced lkons and images :'!'Jade 'by the priests. Bolsheviks de­

stroyed the orthodox church, but left idol ~orship in ~ftect.

They bow down b',fore the rOO1alns of Lenin, to \'ttlom they have built

a tem:;.;le- the f1Maao11um W• So with some of the Doukhobors, !;Qme...

tour hundred yet.1rs ago they abEinaonad 1.dol.... worship, u-l1d now they

created their own idol Bnd hypocritically bew b8fore it as though

showing: Look how we love our leaders! But when this very l€ad~r

was being tyrannized by the ~...uthorities in ;:rison, they - these

Doukhooors - Bet..inwh11e with watch-dogs iJuarded these lifeless

ntonu.rt!Gnts of' stone.

4- The t;ol!l;"Jun1ty Hall at Br1111~t WCIS r~i2:ed because

Doukhobors had dragged into 1 t Jlany things of 7.'h1ch in the days

of Peter Lordly t.hey\'\ould have even bDen ashamed to (;ven th.ink.

As Christ 3[Aid, It is written: Iy house shall be culled the house

of ~- ruyer, but "Ie have ,~ade it Ei. den of thieves. Math. 21; 13.

As rega.rds the bu:rnings in ge~ercU; Certain of the fires

remain as much a mystery to us as they do to you, as to Who was

respons1 bte for having pert~l';tled them ;and \'iho is continuing to do

so. Prom certain facts 1 t is evident th:.,t certain fires were

perpetrated by differ\;nt outside parties and a~;.parently wi th en­

tirely difter6nt motives, as wa.s rnade appa.rent by the attack made

upon Brilliant 1n the spring of 194A by the night t\ttClcl<1ng party
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con51stln~ ot Canadian citizens - when they, without any apparent

rea.son, brought a tire h05@ into play Dnd smashed ell the windows

a.nd doors in the community house and beat up all the people j.n it

with clubs, ~nd as likewise witnessed by other incidents that you

already have recorded in your Ju,dicial records and wi tnessed by

3ustice and police officials.

Regarding the shot £i red into the hand of the sen'try guard­

ing the tomb of 'the leaders, and the death of the woman from

bums - whoever may have been responsible for thiS, and under what­

ever pretext he may have committed it, we· do not approve of these

acts, and we cannot and do not accept the responslbilityfor them.

In conclusion we wish to add a few words to you all, to

our accusers and prosecutors. First we appeal to the Doukhobors.

VJe are extremefy aston1 shed that you are beginning to

bI'eak away from that work in which we all bave tuken part. Was

it not you who in the year 1900, 1n SaSketchewan, 0roclairned that

you cannot accept allegiance, land ownership and statistical regis­

tration? Was it n.ot you \'fho refused to accept the schools before

Commissioner Blackmore? Was it not you who wrote Bowser in 1914

and threatened to strip stark naked if your property should again

be auct1oned? Were they not your brethren of' whom several from the

Grand Forks oommunity members experienced impr1eonment for non-AC­

caption of stati stionl rr-:g1 stration? Was it not you who secretly

buried your dead in the ltl1ddle of the niGht and levf;led their

graves so as to' evade their registration? Was it not you who rtr­

fused to buy back the land into private ownership? Was it n.ot you

who burned the school s in the time of' Peter LorcUy? Why are you
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denying your own deeds and why are you betraying your followers

into prison for SO many year~ Our ,forefathers d1d not betray oth­

ers but rather themselyes went to the! r rt)Lrtyrdom. You ,,1 sh to

brulSh the Sons of Freec,iom 'aside and p:roclaicm that you have nothing

in common With th(itl. But the Sons of Freedom are as inseparable

part ot the whole Doukhobor body and they are continuing the work

that you have begun. You make accusations against us, thut we have

caused you ~!llaterial losses atllounting to several thousands of dollars.

But how much was the value to be placed ontho$e children who per­

ished in prisons having been t;iken away t·rom their mothers 1n 19327

And at what vi.llue have you considered the labor of those individual's

whom you have evicted from the community for their struggle against

the unjust land laws? And ~hat is y·our esttmated value on the suf-

.rarings of those whom you have now committed for from five to nine-

te€'n years anei even to life im:~r1sonment1 And wha.t Vu.lue5 can you

place on the tears of children se:paruted trom their parents for so

mAiny years?

For all this we b.ve not betrayed a single one of you into

pr1 son and ne1 ther do we eVer dream of revenge. But on the contrary

sincerely appeal. to you: repent before it is too late. Remanber the

former Doukhobors end their ma.rtyrdom and look at the position you

now find yourselves 1n.
.

Asrega.rds to the pf.;Jrson of John J. Ver1g1n we regret very

much that he has become involved in a matter which 1s actually nonG

of his business. He_ in his youth, does not recogni,Ze the true

character of these occurrences, nor does he knQw of the actual

DoukhQbor struggle. And we regard 1 t as an extr6Q0 exaraple or
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:I~bers, who put forth this youth dafend1ns; them before this com­

lIiss1on.

And now we declare to you Mr. Sullivan and through you to

the government you represent, and to th.e public in general, that

al though 1n Nclson on the 19th of Decanber at ttle mee'ting dealing

with v1tal st~ti"stics, you declared to our delegates that .e must

accept your laws in full und that there can be no exceptions made

to anyone; and that, in the eVf..nt ot our non.... eoo,perat1on you intend

to severely pun1 sh us; we cannot understand on what grounds you

can do this. We are not your slaves and have given you no alleg­

iance and are not therefore your servants, but free c1 tizens of

the "Father of the Universo. Therefore we conclusively announce
,,1·

to you, lIr. Sullivan, that we rena-in those very s1l1ne Doukhobors and

on those vcry same principles which were so clearly explained in
the attached document handed the government by the Doukhobors on

the 2nd of July, 1900.

The 48· years of Doukhobor life in Canada clearly sholf that

you have not understood US and do not wiSh to understand us, and

becau.se of this have twice caused the complete ruin of property

of the gigantic Doukhobor community - the fruits ot common toil.

Doukhobors consider it their obligation - before ma,nk1nd -

to make a protest agaInst the threatonlngthird world war -

burned their own. buildings which they have thEmSelves built com­

JUunally - the govern;nent dragged them into pd. sons, nearly 7 pC.'TS­

ons 1n all, tor tel1Ds of frotn S to 19 years•

. ;i

.'."...... :1.•
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From th1! it" 18 eVident that the government 1$ only par­

tially investigating th~ Doul:~hobor problem ond becau,e ot this

are again seek1ng to follow the 58me steps that resulted 1n 2000
"

souls of the DoukhobcH'$; yc.'ung and old, arising, i.\nd leaving their

homes, lrregardles5 of the apr roaching winter, wi th the intention

of leaving this country 01' Canada torova,I'.

In con,eluding our explanation to you, Mr. SUl11vc:"n, we con­

sider 1 t of 1nev1 table 11Xlportance that the investigation into the

ruin and c~nr15cat1on of Doukhobor lands and all the properties

belongLlg to the laboring ma.ssc;s of the former i!:embers of the

Chr1 stlan Commun1 ty of Universal Brotherhood' be made 1nllned1atf.'ly.

Adn. therefore we daumd trom the fermer directors, shareholdors

1n the property of the Chr1 stian Commu:1i ty of Oniversal Brother­

hood,· without further delay a full account and proof of under

what ,retextthey allowed. 8 com~any like the National Trust to

foreclose fll.ge.1nst them and confiscate all this huge pro~"!(Jrty be­

lon~i'tlg to .the toiling people - ~hen these people were 1n full

account free fI'OlU every debt and d1d l'lot owe a r enny to anyone,

as is witnessed by the dOCUtlientlS of the Pre!identof tht! Christ­

ian Community ot Universal Brotherhood, P.P.(Cbestakov) Verigin,

especially, the telegram f!'Oin liel1fax of J an. 18th, 1933, and the

lettorto the diructors from Robson of Feb. 19th, 1938" and this

1s still further upheld by the 'decision of the Bourd of' ReView,

in Session in VnncCluverjB.C. 1n 1940, which brought forth a de­

c! sion that 1 t was not the communi ty that owed the loan colDPany,

but that the loan com,any owed the Comrruni ty {nore than a 'hundred

thousand dollars.
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We assure you, Mr. Sul11va~, that until you look into

this impor.tant question of the con!'1 scation of the property

and the forecloseure of the land belonging to the toiling

masses, not until then will. you re~ch your goal.

Furthermore we announce to you that we are compelled

to bring this matter for investigation before the Un1 ted Na­

tions Orgdni. zat1on.

And we likewise apr-eal to you, Mr. Sullivan, if you

have any consciousness of debt to and respect for hum ani ty,

to endeavour to place the Doukhobor question for 1ntE;mat1onal

d1 scussion.
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APPENDIX "en - OOCOMJiNT NO.1

In the name of the Lord God and His Truth.
Petition to the Canadian Govern~cnt from the delegates
of the Society of Universal Brotherhood, near'Yorkton,
Assa.

Before everything else we must extend to you, from the

Communities which delegates us, their sincere and heartfelt

thanks for opening to us the country which is governed by you,

for your en<feavours to help us to settle and for your interest

1n our welfare. We feel and express to you our great grati tude.

But now, after becoming acquainted wi th the laws of your count­

ry, we are obliged to make another r~quest, viz., that you should

take into consideration our beliefs, which we consider to be the

laws of God, and grant us the possibility of settling and li,ving

in your country without breaking those laws. You doubtless un­

derstand that 'Ne cannot break. those laws, as we believe them to

embody the truth of God; but v.e have found that you have 1n .

force laws, the fullfllnlent of which will be a di reet breaking

of su,ch Truth. Enumerating below what ~oints in your laws do

not correspond wi til our understanding of the D1 vine Truth, we ask

you not to enforce against us such of your laws as contradict our

beliefs, and thus to give us the po ssibili ty of living in your

country without breaking 0 .enly or tacitIy, directly or indirect­

ly, our concE:p tlon of the Truth.

1. The laws of your country require. that every male em1­

grant, 18 y·ears of age, who wants to settle on vacant government

land, has to record it in his name, and after a certain term,

such land becomes his property. But we cannot accept such a law,

cannot reco·rd homesteads in our individual names, cannot make

them our private property, for we be11eve that in 50 doing we
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should directly break God's Truth. Who knows this Truth, knows

also that it opposes the acquisition of property. But if, in view

of 'human weakness, a man may be forgiven for considering as his

own. anything which he has acquired by his labor and which is ne­

cessary for his daily use, like clothing, food or household goods

and utensil 5, there is no excuse for a man Who, knowing the law

of God, still: appropriates as his own something that is not the

fruit of his labor, but was created by God for the use of every­

body, for a man who makes private property of land and records

it in hi s name. I s not the divi sion, the reco rdlng and the

ownership of land the main cause of wars, of strife among men?

And is it not the cause of there being masters and serfs? The

law of God commands men to live 1i~e brothers, without divi sions,

but in union for mutual help ... but if a man cuts out and appro­

priates land for himself, land which he did not work to create,

how is he going to divide with others the results of his own la-
I

bor? And as every breaking of the Divine Truth brings evil, so.

did evil creep among. us, when we thoughtlessly accepted land un­

der your homestead laws. Already the division of land between

our various settlement has caused quarrels about the land among

us, quarrels unknown to us heretofore. And what would be the re­

suI t if everyone of us should become the owner of a separate

1-iece, and the land under our settlements should become private

property? , It will prove a great temptation to the strong and

fatal to the weak. Taking all thi s above into consideration, we

petition you to let us have the land for settlement and agricul­

tural purposes. not upon your general condi.tions for emigrants,, .

but upon the conditions given to your Indians - that is, the

land to be held by the community and not by individual members.
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property or the property of your country, but we should like it to

be cnnsidered as given to us for an inde.fint te pE:H'iod of time; and

if you wish us to pay rent, we are willing to do so, providing we

lIlre able.

2. You have also a law in your country th~t ev~rybody who

wants to contract ma!'riag(~ shall, in order to make it legal, ob­

tain a liCEnce and pay two dollars for thE! s'.:me, cnd that a di­

vorce can be obtained in the Counrts; und if a person should re-

marry uithout a divorce so obt:..:.ined he is liable to imprisonment

fo r many years.

We cannot accept such a law, for we believe that this law,
also breaks the law.of God. We cannot bolieve that a marri~g~ can

become lrgal because it is rncorded in a police r&gistcr and a fee

of two dollars p~id for it. On the contrar.y wo believ~ that such

recording annuls marriage· and breaks up 1 ts real legal! ty. We be­

lieve that the real legislation of a marriage union is wh(m 1 t is

brought about freely as a result of a purG feeling, of a mutual

moral affection 'between man and woman. Only such pure ref'ling of

love, born of the mutual recognition of moral traits of charact~r,

creates a real legi..,li ty of marri..::.ge acco rding to the law of God,

al'1d not ~ record of the s~e in a F:olice r(~gistcr and a money fce.

And every marriuge which had its source in the pure feeling of

mutual lovf::~ will be ll~tial before G d, although it werc' not regis-

tered li.."ld other ~E.'Ople would not recognize its lE:'g,·}lity. And every

other marri r.:.g £::', the... tis not the resul t of frlf:( will n...Ylu ;~urE: love,

but c::mtr':..cted unwil.lingly, or as the rosul t of lust, or for mcnt~y

('r any other c ns~doruticn, will ulways bt;; illegal before God, 0.1-

though it should be rtglstered 1n all the·Iollce records 3nd would

be cons::'dered legal by everybody. Therefore we believe that Ingis-
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consent to transfer the legislation o.f our marriages from God to·

the r:ol1 ce. As to divorce, Vie belive that every man who has d1-

vorced his wife is an adulterer, and forces her to b~come an adult­

eress. and that every re-marriage, or ITlbrrying a divorced man or

woman, is also adultery. But alongside of that, we believe also

that the law of God is the law of freedom th~t open sin is lighter

than a secret one, and that if a marriage union is contracted not

through pure feeling of love, such a union is illegal from its be­

ginning and consti tutes the sin of adul tery, and therefore, when

persons' 1ivlng 1n such an illegal union come to such a conclusion,

and reali ze the impo 5s1bili ty of t':lak1ng such a union 1 ega.l, Qut of

two evils the lesser for them will be to divorce and to separate.

And in such a case a divorce may become 16gal, if the Heavtnly Fath­

er will forgive the sin of the divorced parties and So allow them

to remarry wi th free consciEnces. As the forg1 veness of God can be

known oniy to the two people concerned no one, nor any human 1nst1-,

tu1on, c.m make a divorce 81 ther l€~)al or illegal, for they cannot be

com~,etent to know whetht:;;r God forgavC' the sin of divorce or not.

Thcit Cb.n be known only to the consei ences of the divo reed th em selveS.

In consideration of the abovE, ~e cannot recognize as correct

and cannot aceept any human laws as to the m~rr1age union, being

sure that all perta1~ing to it is in the provi~ce of God l s will and

human con sci ence.

3. There is another law 1n your country which requires

that ev(!ry 1nhabitr,nt shall give notice to the police of every birth

and deD. th in hi s :family.

We cannot accept that law, tor we see no need of 1 t in the
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order of things prescribed. by God. Our Heav<"'.nly Father knows, w1 th­

out a police register, whom He sends into the world and whom he call.

back. Only the will of God is important to humanity, for upon it

depends our life and death and not upon a police register; a man will

live until he i9 called by his Creator, although he should not be

recorded in a police reg1ster and can die im!llediately after having

been registered as living.

W$ do not refuse to answer, if called u;lon, about the number

ot births and deaths in our commun.i ties. If anybody wants to know

i t, l~t him ask, but we will not of ourselves report 1 t to anyone.

Having explained "''hat 1n the laws of J-'our country is lrre­

coneilabl e wi th what we cons1der the Divine Truth, and whl ch we can­

not break, we once more pet1 tion the Government ot Canada to grant

us exceptions concerning the use of lands, legal! ty of marriage un-

10ns, and registration, in order that we may be able to live in

Csnada wi thout break1ng the Divine Truth as we understand 1t.

Signed by 22 delegates in the colony of Bohodarehia,
22nd of June, 1900.

Presented to th6 Government of Canada on the 25th ot
June, 1900.

(Copy from "Svobodnal lIyslft, September, 1900)
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APPENDIX "Cn - OOCUMJ?NT NO.2.

Christian Com~unity of Universal Brotherhood,
Doukhobors in Canada,

Brilliant, B. C.

Dear 6i r:-

Would you r1ease be so kind as to pemi t space for the foll­

owing ~rticle in your publication.

In regaI'ds to .the cartoon tn your paper and your article con­

cerning the Doukhobors: - The contents of the cartoon it seems were

intended as til slander and accusation ag~i1nst Mr. Blackmore, Royal

Commissioner in charge of the investig~t1on into the Doukhobor life.

By this lettr:r we wi sh to inform every c1ti Zen of Canada

tha.t Mr. blackmore performed his duties of investigation of Douk­

hobor life in the highest light of justice, not sparing to note

even the·unwholesome aspe~t of the Doukhobors wherever they came to

view.

Now we'll say til few words of the non-fullfilment of the Can­

adian law by the Doukhobors.

Firstly, Doukhobors have not yet accepted Cana.dian citizen­

ship and as a courtesy to foreignf'rs, VTe ask the press of Canada

to refrain from placing such harsh contempt and criticism upon us,

especially as this question of citizenship to the Doukhobor bears

such a deep and serious importance. Bear in mind that because we

have not 'signed the oath of allegiance to the British Crown, we

lost in Saskatchewan up. to NINE million dollars worth of land.

For us, the Doukhooors, were assik;ned2000 homesteads of government

land, which comprised a total of 320,000 acres. Assesing this at·
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the present value of land in Saskatchewan at $30 per acre, this

comprises more than $9,000,000 and all this for the reason that we

could not, by the principle doctrines of our faith, sign the fonns

of allegiance, this land was all tt:J.!en from us. The principle of

not giving allElgiance comeS from the New Testament (Matthew 5: 34­

37). Please read the New Testament more often. Now we explain to

the citizens of Canada and to the Government that rents or taxes

on land and such demands we agree to fulfill. The registry of births,

marriages and deaths we perform in our communal office at Brilliant,

B. C., and from the simple records in our off! ce of the bi rtha, mar­

riages' and deaths anyone interested may eas1ly at any time acquire

the statistical data concerning the numerical number of the Douk­

hobors.

To educate the children we QO not in the least desire because

school perverts the children; teaching them dishonesty, disrespect

to parents 'and develops the militaristic spirit amongst than.

To us as Christians these three phases are unnecessary. We

do not recognize the differences of nationalism. Our faith - is

the brotherhood of man.

Every attack or invasion made upon our religious freedom we

will withstand triumphantly as did JeSuS Christ and his disciples.

We ask every paper to reprint this letter.

Mo st resp ectfullYyours.
"J ohn Konkin t1

"Sam Veri schagin ft

Representatives of the Doukhobor Community in British
Columbia.
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Mr. Bowser,
Jurist-Council,

Vi ctoria, B. C.

Kind Sir:-

In view ofcea tain rumors, the Government in Victoria in­

tends to bring out a plan by which to bring the Doukhobors to task

for non-compliance with cert~in laws of the country. For instance ­

that the Doukhobors do not penni t their children to attend the Eng­

lish schools, do not register their briths, deaths and marriages.

We consider it imperative to inform you that the above questions are

closely connected with their religious beliefs.

The children are not sent to schools because the parents de­

sire to bring up their children' as they themselves see most fitting.

When the Douknobors liv€<d in Russia they did not permit their child­

ren to attend the public schools. While the citizens who were

brought up lnthe public schools serve as soldiers, take part in

war, eat meat, smoke and chew tobacco, and drink alcoholics, the

Doukhobors did not. Millions of bushels of wheat there were made

into whisky while often thousands of people died of hunger. In

the larger cities, where it may be safely said lies the centre of

education and educated people, is always found a greater percent­

age of murders, debauchery and insanity.

The basic principle of the Doukhobor faith considers all

men as brothers irregardless of nationalities. If it happens that
are

som..glof a black skin and others of a white, or yellow, it is be-

cause of the climate to which they have become acclimatized, and

not because they belong to a certain nation. The mili tari sti c
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system the Doukbobors consider is the cont1nuan.ce of ancient barbar­

ism as history informs us: Cain killed Abel. This killing continues

to this d~y, only apparently Cain killed Abel with either his fist

or perhaps a stone, but now they murder each other ~lth long-range

guns, but the murder continues to be - murder.

Do the English schools teach the childr~n that when they

grow up that they should under no circumstances kill other people'"

And why is England perfecting long- runge cannonS and why does it

mainta.in an armed fleet? And who is doing all this - learned men

or il11 terates~1

According to the Doukhobor understanding a school is God's

creation opened before us wherein it 1s possible to study and

learn. Registration of deaths we consider leads to the aim that

every dead person may be examined by a doctor to ascertain whether

a person died of natural causes, and thut he was neither killed nor

pclsoned. Such an examination so far as the government is concerned

when dealing with peo~le of a savage nature and character.is abso­

lutely necessary, but we, the Doukhobors, are Christians and can·­

not kill other people under any circumstances. We consider that

a. person dies due to natural laws and so, on the death of a..Tlyper­

son, a do cto r
'
· s eXc:U:Oinatlon is e.bsolu tely uGnecessary. . Fa r the

sta.tistical use of British Columbia a rcg~stry of births. marriag­

es and death and this register is ava11abl"e to the public. Who­

ever wishes to know the growth of the Doukhobor community or how

many marriages took ~laces during the year, needs but to look into

this book where it is all recorded.

The Govern,nent of Canada barbarously confi seated the land



53.

that in Canada there is freedom of religion. Is this freedom ac­

tually permitted? The Doukhobors desire to bring up their children

to be Christians, so that they would not eat meat, nor drink alco­

holics, or chew tobacco, nor confirm to the militaristic system,

but you are deliberating to take away by force and make civilized

barbarians out of them. We are here\n th including an explanation:

The Doukhobor children and why they do not attend English

schools.

QUESTION: Why do you not attend the English schools?

ANSWER: Your school educated the children towards killed in

wars. Wll your educated refuse to live wi th thei r pareht s, and

do not respect them, but we endeavor to learn in the school of God"s

nature which teaches us the Godly beauty of the Universe, to love

the whole world which God has created for our pleasure, and like­

wise we at the same time endeavour to gain our daily nourishment

from the earth by our individual' toil. And here below is an ex­

planation of the Doukhobors why they do not give allegiance to

kings and emperors.

QUESTION: Why do you not agree to give your allegiance to the

English king?

ANSWER: This is not permitted by the teafhings of our Saviour,

the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ is the King of all kings, and Lord

of all earthly lords, and we have given Him our all egi ance. He is

inviting all peoples to a peaceful life and brotherly love. He

has laid down His life for us all and we, immitating His example,

are striving as much as we are able towards that sacred end, and

openly declare to all peoples: lIThe time has come to forge the can­

nons into plow-shares and the guns and bayonets into sickles. It

is better to be peaceful servants of the Lord Jesus Christ than
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servants of the murderous bandit, the king. We are the citizens

of the Father of the Universe. But your citizenship towards em­

perors and kings disunites the peoElle and compels them to fight.

I belong to the Christian Community of Universal Brother-

hood.

Members of the Doukhobor Community.

Kostya Rebin
Trafim Salikin
Samuel Verishagin.
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APPENDIX lie" - DOCUMENT NO.4

CHILDREN MUST ACCEPT SCHOOLS
OOUKHOBORS MUST REGI STER THEIR BIRTHS AND DEATHS

COMMUNAL PROPERTY SUBJECT TO CONFISCATION
BRINGING THE DOUKHOBORS TO ORDER.

Victoria, B. C., March 1, 1914.

Yesterday evening was passed an act by which the Govern­

ment seeks to bring to submission the communistic settlers in the

Province, and which seems to be suspiciously directed at the Douk­

hobor colony, against whom are proclaimed these edicts: That every

individual liVing in a community is to be held responsible to reg­

ister the birth of a child in the community and must report a death

under whatsoever circumstances it might occur, of which we may have

the knowledge. And likewi se the responsi bili ty lies on every in-

dividual in the community to pay the debt directed against it.

Moreover, every child from seven to fourteen years of age must at­

tend school, likewise it is directed that every member is to be

held responsible to the requirements of the Sanitation Act, as.

would be the head of the family, or a householder. The fine, for

the infringement of any of these points of the enacted law shall·

be not less than $25 and not more than $100 which shall be levied·

against .moveable and immoveable pr~perty which shall then be sub­

ject to confiscation and public auction.

Further Indi ctment: For the infringement of thi s act the

property of a community shall be subject to confiscation and auc­

tion in the same manner as would be the case With the property of

the individual.

This edict was passed in Parliament as noted above.
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ATOM BOMB TEST URGED FOR RUSSIANS.

San Francisco, Dec. 8 - (BUP)

Gen. Holland M. (Bowlin' Mad) Smi th, wartime marine

corps commander in the Pacific, Sunday advocated the immed­

iate dropping of atomic 'bombs in "certain uninhabited areas

of Russia to give them an actual demonstration of this pow~

erful weapon."

The retired marine called the atombic bomb "the great­

est weapon for peace that was known to mankind", but added

flatly that Itthere 1s going to be a war."

(The Vancouver Sun, Dec. 8, 194'7)

56.
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APPENDIX "Cn - OOCUMEljT NO.6.

TELF..GRAM FROM P. P. VEREGIN
464 words - Night Letter

Halifax, it. s. ,
Feb. 17, 1933.

Willaim A. Sukeroff,
Brilliant, B. C.

Shukin received a telegram from W.P.Rebin concerning the

capital assets of the Head Management. Warn the Board of dir­

ectors and the head management that the whole society of the

Christian Com unity is 1n full account with the corporation of

the Chr1 st1an Communi ty,as rt:gards to its council of directors

and its head :nanag emcnt und in vi ew of these now and in the

future they have no right to demand from the manbers of the com­

muni ty 0 r from the h~~ads of the famili es a singl e penny and all

the debts th~y must pay themselves of those resources th~t they

have at their command. This means th0Y must :'roduce the money

eVidenced by their records of receipts from oth€r people, from

their trade, merc~ntile and industrial revenues, from the sale of

property in cities and of excess lands, from the collection of

land rents and other sources that they have at their control of

the Board of Directors and head management. Up to March 15th of

this year they must pay all taxes in full, all the interest and

principle of twenty thousand dollars to the company in Vancouver,

twenty thousand dollars to Bank of Commerce in Win!lipeg, tf;n

thousand dollars to the company in Regina, to pay the Great West­

ern in Winnipeg all that they have coming to them in accord&nce

to the agrefl1l en t of January 1, 1933, and to P.. P. Verigin the re-

maining of balance of full account not later than wi thin two days.

These instructions are serious a.nd you cannot talk th€llD away or
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laugh them off. In the year 1933 they must :98y up 1n full all of

the debts once and for all. They have resources three times greater

than all the debts and all that is required for 1s to stop the steal­

ing and swindling and get down to business and do what they have to,

and everything can turn out all right, because all thi s 15 1n th ai r

hands and by thi s non-fulfillment of all that is dsnanded of them

and what I told them of berore, and they have not paid any attention

to, they shall compel me to take measures against them which w1l1

turn out to be very bi tter to them. Rebin's telegram to Shuk1n and

this give to them and to the Council of Doukhobor Youth, let them

read them and accept such measures aga.inst the Board of Directors

and the Head Management so th~t they \liQuId fulfill all thi s a hund­

red percent. Let the Council of Doukhobor Youth and all the divis­

ional secretaries stop at nothing and put an end to all this law­

lessness and indecency of these tyrants and robbers of the people's

sacred toil and compel th0m to fulfill their sacred duty before all

whom the corporation is indebted to.

For the last time we, and the Youth Council, warn them. I

repea.t that all ·the triembers of communiti~s and their officials are

free and in full account with them and all of the property of the
'.

Communi ty must be free from all debt by the end o.r tne year 19.33.

Relay this telegram to all the officials and to whom it concerns.

Regards to all the brethren and sisters, li~ewiS6 to the

Sacred Youth.

Peter Verigln,
9.11 A.M.

Feb. 18th, 1933.
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APPENDIX "en - OOCUMENT NO: 6.

Translated into E~gli5h from a Russian translation made.

W.N. Sukeroff,
Brilliant, B.C.
Feb. 18, 1933.
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APPENDIX "C" - OOCUM11iT NO, 7

P,P,' Chestakov' 5 Last Remark to the Doukhobor People on the
Conditions regarding Communal Property.

The directors can, if they wish, in one week pay up all

the taxes, interest, accumulations and f.:ven the whole of th(~

principle of the debt; no companies or corporations can compare

to the Christian Community of Universal Brotherhood in strength

of property and financial standing, but the devil has muddled

the minds of the directing lords (directors) and their helpers

and heads. Cursed be t.hepeople ~ho three years ago followed

than and drove me tog('ther wi th thl;:rD out of the Communi tyl

This is the last remark for Christ's barterers - Jews and their

Commanders Ca,·..m1 bali sts.

February19th, 1938.

Ro baon, B, C,

~,~ ....,



OPEN LETTl!,R 61. '

REPLY OP' THE rdEMBlfRS OF THE, UNION OF SPIIUTUAL COMMUNITIES OF
CHfITST OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, CAJ."iADA, TO MESSRS :JACINTOSH AND
SPIELMAN EXECUTORS OF LANDS AND PHOPEHTIES FURME:RLY BELONGING
TO TID: C6HPORATION OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY OF' UNIVI~,RSAL
BroTHERHOOD, LTD.

A'or1l 11th, 1943.

DEAR SIRS: MacIntosh and Spielman.

CRESCENT VALLEY, B. C.

Being so that you, at a convention of the members of the

Executive Committee of the Union of the Spiritual Comunities of

Christ held at Brillicmt, B.C. on Oct. 26, 1942, specifically for

the purpose of replying to your denand whether we will buy separ­

ately the Com'tluni ty lands upon VYhich we love or lSot (since 1n the

event of our refusal to do so these lands will be sold to outside

people) you have, following the negative categorical reply the Com­

mi ttee gave you from the people, asked the question: Why do your

people not ViB.t."'lt to buy these lcmds? V:h:1t ,lTe the reasons ~ithhold­

lng
than from this? Therefore we, Members of the Sprltual Community of

Christ do cC'nsider it our historical duty and obligation to render·

you, as Executors of said lands, a true documentary reply through

the meanS or this open letter.

We declare unto you that th€ main reason underlying our re­

fusal to accept your pl"Ot;osal of buying into individual own~;rship

the seized lands of the Chrlstlun Com~unlty is concluded in this,

that we, as 1h::mbers of the Spiri tuul Cor;.~;;unity of Chri st cannot

violate the fundGmcntul ~rinciple upon which the Community is based.

We acknowledge that privatE! possession of land 1s the root 0f a

great eVil. the foundation of the whole modern capitalistic system

of exploi tat100 and slavery - and the cause of all '/aI'S and d1 s-



62.

tress of people. Provate ownership creates dominant power which is

upheld by violence and murder and any person, who6verhe may be ­

benefitting by the welfare that this power gives 1s thereby obli­

gated to defend it. Hence, members of the Bpi ri tual Communi ty,

accepting Lind obeying the commandment of Christ; Render unto Cae­

sar the things that are Caesar's and unto God the things that are

God' Sj Ones.ervant cannot serve two masters - therefore canno t do

one or the other. We bring to your attention the fact that this

factor was the actual caUSe that brought about the first conflict

. between Doukhobors and the government of Canada yet in the year

1907, after that the Doukhobor Community (comprising of 42 villa­

ges) had brought under cultivution and becf.ilDe well established on

lands set aside for them, the government, because Doukhobors re­

fused for above- stated r, asons to make these lands obj ects of in­

diVidual possession, brought total ruin upon said community, di­

vesting it of all lands without compensation. We were compelled

by these circumstances to acquire other la.nd, which we did here

in British eolumbia, buying it with communal funds and, in order

to avoid pr1vate ownerShip., tonned the Corporation headed by 14

shareholders, di recto.rs, into who se hands was given the manage­

ment of all the communal .;1roIH:rrti es - movable and immovable - as

unto trustees - which fact was known to the government, and all

others.

On this account the government has harrassed us with ~any

measures more so since the ;::ass1ng away of the leader and presi­

dent of the Community; Peter Lordly Verig1n, and also Peter P.

Verig1n (Chistlakoff). And now in the conclusion of everything
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the lands and property of the Doukhobor Community 1s newly aprro­

pr1ated and once again, the government presses us to trike it under

individual conditions, using the pretext thut we did not pay our

debts and that our leuders did not manage affairs properly; squand­

e'ring the public funds and so forth.

We consider it our saored duty to declare unto you- that

this is an ignominous calumny and falsehood, far from any carl'O­

berration of fact. The Communi ty members see a cruel injustice and

fraud in the decision of the Ottawa Supr~ie Court and in all t~e

procedure of law by which we were evicted and deprived of said

land and properties, This injustice revealed itself most conspic­

uously in the fact that the companies to ~hom the Corporation owed

money were given full legal (documentary pessessionof all lands

belonging to the Corporation in Saskatchewan and Alberta which

covered in full (and eVen more) of the sum of debt., And said

com~anles, di sregarding thi s fact, and the fact that the Commun-

ity members outlayed, gigantic efforts of toil to build up this ex­

tensive establishment, and paid out to them enormous sums of money ­

repaying the debt a number of times over with interest and princl-

.pal - forcibly invaded the Community holdings in the manner of ro.b­

bers and usurp ers, u sing the assi stance 0 f viol en t '!1oli ce force

armed wi th clubs and tear-gas bombs, led by Inspector Macdonald 1n

person. The National Trust Company especially behaved most shame­

fully. Acting thru its Receiver Mr. Balmer they evicted our lead­

er and jJresldent, Peter P. Verlgin from the office buii.d1ngs, and

taking complete control of the Communal properties - began to de­

stn>y and waste the people's sacred labour wi thout any semblance

of reason. They sold all reserved stocks and resources prepared
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cover the debt, but not a single cent of the debt was liquidated.

Incidental to this said Mr. Balmer, appointing for himself and his

employees most ample salaries - did bring into complete demoli tion

all machinery of the Community, such as factories, saw-mills, flour­

mills and the like. And in conclusion these companies, paying not

a particle of attention to our request to leave certain lots of

land for the benefi t of the aged, o:rphans, widows and cripples - took

away, with the consent of the Supreme Court of Ottawa - all the re­

maining prorertles of the Community which the Government has now tak­

en over' to itself and has put it up for sale.

Therefore, considering it of vi tal importance, members of

the Com.:;unity wish to reveal the whole matter to the public 1n its

true light, since it relates to the circumstances of the whole pop­

ulace. We can c1 early detect in all these machinations 0 flaw a.n

underlying intentional aim of the combined powers of the govern­

ment and the loan companies to discredit us and our leaders before

the public and, by confiscating the Community - bring us to confo:rm­

ance of your false regulations.

If the Government considered it expedient according to its

legal jurisdiction to auction the Communal pro!}erties in order to

satisfy the debtors, then Why did it not extend this consideration

to the fanning pO'nulation of the Doukhobors of Canada so that they

too would, as did the companies - receive from the sale receipts

of these properties the monies .they likewise loaned to the Corpora­

tion thru the president (amounting approximately equal to that what

the companies loaned) which went to pay the Corporation's debts?
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decisions has totally refused to bother about this there remains

for us only one conclusion, and that 15, that the government does

not hold true 3uri sdiction to the toiling po:mlation, but caters

to the interests of rich financial insti tutions.

We bring the matter to your att~nt1on that, following the

occasion when the Bun ,Life and National Trost Compani. as made thei r

foreclosures and threatened the e\1'ict1on of the whole communal set­

tlements, members of this community sent a documentary appeal to

the Minister of Justice, Honourable EInest LaPointe, asking him to

in'vestigate this matter. But this department deClined from all

action, adVising only that we place the matter in the hands of a

capable lawyer.

Masbers of the Communi ty now find it toslly incomprehensi­

ble Why Ottawa, after that II( r. P1ncot thad conclusively proved (at

a special hearing: Board of review, held on the matter at Vancouv­

er, B.C. in 1940) that the working population of the Community were

the actual owners of the Corporation's properties, and thE' Court ­

on the basis of this proof - decreed judgment 1n their favour -

why then did it, the Ottawa Suprane Court by its federal authority ­

refute this decision; upholding the s:\de of the wealthy loan compan­

ies and not the labouring toil-weary farming population""

According to the decision of the Board of Review the Corpor­

ation not only was in full settlement for the debts it was sued for

by the cOID)an1 as, but on the contrary - the coU1t~anies had to return

to the Corporation a large sum of money accrued from surplus sales

of Communal reServe stocks and resources. But according to the

decision of the Supreme Court the companies were vested with rights
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to take assets not only equivalent to their loan (approximately

$300,000) but also. all the r60aining pro~H~rty belonging to the com­

munity (assessed value $11,000900) which they did as is explained

above - destining the whole working population to thE mercies of

fate.

Hence we assert that the Cana.dian Government, that is - the

Judges of the Supreme Court at Ottawa, do not apply their justice

as equally as to wealthy business concerns - and so to farmer and·

labourersl

When the companies made the loan to the d1rc:;ctors of the

Chr:1.stian Communi ty of Universal Brotherhood Ltd., these comt'.anics

in view of the fact thGt the elected Corporation president - Prter

P. Vcr1gin was not yet in Canada - acknowledged the walking popula­

tion of the Com~unity at the head of the directors - as oiners of

this property. But when the matter came to Court and it wa3 disad­

vantageous to the companies for the com:nuni ty papulation to UljOy

such rights (corl~borrated also by the decision of the Board of

Review) they immediately appe~.led to a hieher Court. And the Ot­

tawa govern;aent, in order to aCCOnl. 11sh its lntcmtions - revoked

this decision and by court decree gave said loan com~anies consent

and full rights to bring the material structure of the community to

total danoli tion, following which it took everything over into i te

own hands and·is again asking us to pay for it•••On~uestlonably

this is an abominable burden of fternal oppression, in the face of

which we cannot further remain in silence.

As a consequence we declare: Your law is without justice

and there 1 s notru th in it. It could be oought and sold for money:
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lisbers of the Spintual l:ommunl ty avow that they, as the

instrumental labouring population of the fonDer Ch~lstian Commun-

i ty of Universal Brotherhood remain, ~s 1 s tully corro borated by

above facts - in tull settl~:ment tor all debts accountable to them

and do not owe a s1n!Jle cent to anyone. On these grounds we fiImly

assert that we cannot recognize the deci sion of the ottawa Court

and declare: that we appeal this matter to God's Higher Universal

Cour~ to whom the \mole creation is subj ected - and we trust It

shall make I ts own true judgment.

J4sbers of the Splri tual ~ommunity of Chri st wi 5h to say to

you in full sincerity that they hold no brudge or ill-feeling a­

gainst any pa.rticular person Qr persons, and have no intentions what­

ever to regain that what was taken away from them. We only wish to

raise our voices in protest against those injustices which ~e see

are perpetrated under guise of this false democracy. I t is ·not only

the Doukhobor community tha.t has been ruined in this manner, but

likewise hundreds and thousands of other tanning and l~bouring popu­

lation throughout the provinces of the dominioil, like Saskatchewan,

Alberta, Manitoba, etc. have had the same exper1.an~e, and this is the

actual situation of people wherever this falSe system obtains.

In final conclusion, we repeat and say:· we ask no thing ot you

for ourselves, and do not seek nor desire anything except man's

God-given heri tage ot Freedom, that we may live 1n peace to the

glory of G.o'd-,andt'hy honest toil gain from the earth our daily bread.

Trusting you will understand us from this letter.

Members of the Spiritual Community of Christ.
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Q; Mr. Elasoff, you are still bound by the aff1.nnation you took

at the commencement of your evidence yesterday?

A: Yes.

Q: You concluded, as far as you h~d gone with you~ statement yes­

terday afternoon, by expressing the hope that at the conclusion

of this Commission, there would be only one group of Doukhobors

left in the community and that the rest of the present Doukho­

bOrs would be C?nadian citizens, and you suggested to rr,e as your

opinion regarding settlanent of the dispute that I might ask

the people to sign documents ,for the purpose, as you put 1 t,

of, indicating who wished to remain Doukhobors, and who wi shed

to become Canadian citizens. I want to discuss this propos­

ition with you, but in the meantime, perhaps you ha'i7e some-

thing further to add to your statement'l

A: At present I have nothing to add to my statement.

Q: Before we go into this matter, I Viant tothank JVu for the

frank manner in which you stated the case to me from your

standpoint.

A: I have said only what I have thought.

Q: That is right. You responded to my appeal for a'1 expression

of each person's giews. I appreciate that, and whether, in

the final analysis, I agreli'~ v."i'th your opinion or not, I ,shall
, ,

certainly respect your opinion 0 r the onlnion of anyonE: el se.

That is the way we try to run th.is country.

Now, as to your suggestion th.3.t I should get the p€.'Ople to

say, "I am going to remn1n <i D::lUkhobor fl , and on the other side
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"I want to become a Canadian citizen". Since you are a Son

of Freedom, I suppose that LnCat1B this, that yOti want to appra-

prlate for your own group the excluslvo right of using the hon-

oured name of Doukhobor. You want to say in other words that

anyone WI10 is not a Son of Freedom is "no Doukho be r tl • I

think that is 501ng too far. That is my opinion. You are be-

ing selfishly over-zealous in your loyalty to the Sons of Free­

dom. In the first pluce, I ca."lnot see .why a man or u woman

cannot be a good Canadian and a. good Doukhobcr at the same

time. We have got good Canadians here who are good Mennon­

ltes. Ta e in other c.'unt.cies. thlj,t are govErnE.d like Canada,

in the Uni ted States for instance, you can have a good Ameri­

can citizen who 1s also a good Molokun, which is very similar

1n its origin to Doukhooorlsm; a.'1.d the Mormons .:md every other

kind of sect. Why should the Doukhobors be different in this

country, . in your opinion'? Tell me where I am ·~rong.

A: First of all, I did not say, and I don't thipJ{ that 80ns are

Freedom are become first DQukhobors. I did not rJ?y, and did

not thi!lk;, th<.:.t the Sons (If Freedom should remain as an ex­

ample of D0ukhobors. That 1s entirely your business and. bus­

iness of people to investigate who is a Doukhobor, and who 1s

not a Doukhobor. As touching my 'Pi;;rsonal self, I hhve in many

places been ashamed to call myself a DOUkthobor, because I have

in many places, sunk. into the m1 re up to my ears, end. I shall

never say the people would thirlli upon me that I Should be as a

sample of Doukhobors. We are all liVing in this country, mix­

ing with the people, taking part in the industry work, and we
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have mixed very closely with the Canadian citizens, and to be­

come ciS a sample, very few of us can do so, but we realize that

we have taiien ii st.ep backwards from Doukhoborls:::, an,d in. the Wf:J.y,

feel it is our duty to pick up all that have been provided by our

forefathers.

~: You see, the trouble in. this locality se€'ms to be due not to the

.fact that one 'person or group of persons comes to a. realiz~tlon

that hp, 01,' "their group has got away from the real or good princi­

ples of Doukhoborism, .~-lnd then reprents and tries himself to get

along ,in life. in comformi ty wi th the best principles. The trouble

1 Sj I Dlal,{ c up my mind 'that the 0 ther man is falling away from Douk­

hoborlsm and to bring him to his s8nses, ! set fire to his house.

Do yeu no t think I should be pratty well j.~ ep t busy looking ufter

my om life, <J:nd my oVl)n soul?

A: I have just said that, and this question is repeated to me, but

we are not putting ourselves everywhere as samples. I only have

answer your quest1;0n 'becau$e none of others have any answer. Why

have they hesitation on th~t questlon1 And 1 have only answer

that which I personally think.

Q: Thank you. You presumably agree wi th me that I should not try to

force my particular form of worship upon my np.ighbor"1

A: I fully agree wi th that.

Q: If I am really a bad l:1liin, for insta.'1ce if I am a murderer or

thief or adulterer, or ,my other kind of sinner, tnen a mcm.ber

of any foi th can come in and try to make me 11Va abetter life,

and in thclt sense, euch of us is our brother's keeper. You agree

that if my reason $nd conscience tells me that I should go to the
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Bapti st Church, then a member of the P resbyter1an Church should

not try. to cQmpel me to go to the Presbyterian Church, and he

certainly has no business burning my house 40wn to try to compel

me.

A: It is regrettable thdt the history c~n repe~t itself. ',';e know in

the )JLlst when the E.nglish and the scots had also had quite a

stI"llg31e in regards to the Churches.

Q: In the last days of July and the first days of August, 1931+, at

the convention of the Named Doukhobors, a.t Verigin, Sasl{atchewan,

this proposition was promulgated as an article of faith, or part

of the constitution. I am told that some, at least, of the Douk­

habors toda.y consider this their const! tution." I note that the

decl~1.:r.at1()n ends us with the follOWing paragraph - The Named

Doulthooors acc(;,:pt and :'tr~-~ fulfilling the commands of Jesus Christ,

(thht command is quoted as follows) ':Rmd(:-~r unto Caesar the things

that are Caesar's (meaning the government of man) and unto God the

things that are of God'. RDsid1ng nln whateve'r state or country

in this world, We triumphantly decl&re thut, going undE:~r the ban­

ner of toil and peaceful life, everything which 1s dananded of us,

. which is not contrary to the Ib.w of God and the faith of J eSllS

Christ, 'V'lewill accept, fulfill and execute, not through fear, but

conscientious guidance. n Do you not thicl{ would be a good tent

under 'Nhlch Doukhobors should liv€I?

A: Yes, r -think so. Vlill you alloY'1 me to ask you a few words in

regard. to r.l question of Jesus Christ and the question of Caesa.r?

I shall ask you, where is he at the "present time?

Q: I would say in this country, Caesar 1s the body of the people

liVing in the country. Although 1 am not pre-3udg1ng this case,
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or anything like tha.t, and I am not responsible for what the gov­

ernment will do, I fef21 very strongly, as Mr. Re1bl:n tlnd other

Doukhobor gentlemen feel, that when you ;:eople havebeerl 1n Canada

for several generations, you certainly ought to have a vote and ill

right to take a full part in running this government. That would

make you part a.nd parcel of the Caesar, as I underr:,tand it.

Then you could join the ::najority of· the people in evolving Cae­

sart s laws so far as Ca.nada 1 s conceIned. I t must be raIl ember of

course that under our system of government, al thou~h the majori ty

rule prevails, the first principle 1s that the rights of the min­

orities must be protected. Anoth6r important principle is tha.t a

solemn promise given, such as you were given in J'esr;ect of mili­

tary exanption when you C<3me here, v-r.ll.1 be ob~erved for (1Ver.

That caesar, and that Caesarl~ laws reqUire th~t each of us con­

tribute something towurds the cos.t of roads, bridges, public works

and govomment of all kinds. If Vie '.!ere, as the Doukhobor origin­

al idsl::l claims, all of us true children of God, we would be 50

good thut everybody would go out and do the required o~arc of road

work, and everyone would be so morally perfect th:3"t n(~ policeman

or laws of conduct would be required. The trouble is thdt we are

no t true children of God. So I say=, thc,t the laws n f Caesar are

the laws relative to taxes, vital statistics; schooling; those

sorts o:t thing which a.re deemed to be best for the common good.

I am suggesting, and what I am conten.ding for, und what. I think

the major! ty of people are. contending for, including the great

major1.ty of the DoU!.chobor people, is the proposition that we can
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obey and render obedience to this Caesar' 5 laws, to these general

laws of the country wi thout, at the same time, interfering with

rendering unto God the things th~t are of God, and morshipping him

in the way which our conscience tells us is the correct way.

For whatever it is worth, thut is the way I interpret the meaning

of Caesar in this present day.

A: I wish tQ aslt Mr. Commissioner that when these words have been

quoted by J eSllS Chri Bt, how di d he call Caesar, of the peopl a,

or one person, or a group of person5~f

Q: Flrst of all, I am not the wi tness, you are, and £1econdly, I

think I am talking too much around here. But if b}' talking I

.can be responsi bl e for provoking any thought amongst you peot'le,

then I do not 0 bj ect to talking, unless you obj act. In my opin­

ion,'. the Caesar rcfe:rred to by Jesus Chri st in the Cillotatlon that

has been given us, is a symbolic Caesar, meaning, a~ this declar­

ation of 1934 says He meant, the government of men, and Caesar's

laws would be the laws which we deem nece5~ary for the guidance

of' the ~eople in respect of economic und material ~!'attE;rs. Then

He leaves it to each one of us to render unto God the other kind

of tribute, according to our individual beliefs. E"lery thinking

man B.nd woman must know that the short time we spend here'on

ear-tn, 60, 70 or 80 yeurR, whate.ver it ls, does not mattGr a snap

of the fingers in the scheme of ete:rn1ty. If we have got any com­

mon SLnEle at all, if we are not fools, if we have 8:ny considera­

tion for our welfare in ~ternity, we are going to try to live

tha.t short time on eu.rth in a manner that is pleasing to Almlght

God. That is like putting vcget;ablE:;$ L1 the root house to eat
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the next winter. but in worshipping God, what diff0rence does it

make what particular .form r.-ur worship takes'/Why should I try to

tell you. or "ihy should you try to tell me how I - should worship

God, I;tnd how r should work out my own salvation? And. reuemb(!r,

we are worshipping the same God.

A: I am ve~ry thankful, Mr. Comm1ssioner_ for your last. words, ",hich

yOll have concluded that the God is for a.ll of us, and that \ife

. .
are all hi s children.

A: We will adjourn for a few minutes.

(HECESS)

Q: As I have said, Doukhoborism, as a religion, 1 s not c();'lI'ined to

the Sons of Freedom" or Independents or the Union of Spiritual

Communit~es of Christ. It is big enough to embr~c8 at lea3t

three different groups that I have beEn told about hE.~re. While

you are on the stand, let me see if I can summarLze or crystal-

. i ze the thoughts ct~nceln1!lg the di stinction between tbe three

groups. If you can do so, currect me where I sef.!ll to go wrong.

First, there is' this group of Independents, or somotimes called

Individual Doulchobors. Out of a toti.il population of perhaps

19,OOO, these people probably number 11,000. They ar8 by far

the la.rgest group. Thcse people seem to differ from the lilembers

of the Union of Spiritual Corom1lnity of Christ only in the fret'

tha.t they do not recognlz€ the necessit.y for a spiritual J.e~der.

As I shid bero re, they arE' enti tl ad to thai r OioJT.l opinion (Hi that.

As a mattc-r of fact, as r undarstliod thE) Doukhobor history, that

was their origin<..tl concept.ion of f'U. tho The Doukhobor sect broke

awa.y from the 0 rthodox Greek Church in the f1 rst place, largely

tor the reason that in ma.tters of fal th or the 'Worship ot God,
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they saw no reason 01' necessity for a.ny exten'lal a.uthor! ty, such

as churches or p:riests, or t1 ties or leaders of an:y' kind, because

each man and woman was suppa sed to hl'Jve som e part of God wi thin

him or her, and each man i:md woman was suppo sed to rely on hi s or

her own reason and con~cience in comr!lunicatlng with God dlrec.;t.

Accordingly the Inder.endents today hold to that original idea of

worship. They proceed in spiritual matters in accordance with

the D·oukhobor faith. So do the m("!I1bers of the Onion of Spiritual

Communities of Chri st, except that the 'nembers of the Union of

Spiritual COID'11unlt1es of Christ (mether or not they have 'any

leader at the moment is beside the point) do fet:~J. that it' is more

advisable to have a. spiritual lender on earth. A91d8 from this

religious or spiritual outlook, the Independent or In·.lividual

Doukhobor peo9le 011ln Hnd operate their own fams, and industries

and businesses just a2 their Canadian neighbours d.o. They .r,ay

. taxes, and see th.;: necess1 ty and ::l€::ed for tC::.xes~ Some of than,
do

in places where they have the vote. which the1l!not have, for the

moment, in British Columbia, entt:r into Canadian civic life and

take a part in Gov(~rn!'lent. They sC)ek advanced education for their

Children. They cornr1y with all the laws of this country which are

not in conflict with Doukhoborism t as this 1934 Decl~ration sets

out.

Now I come tC\ the Union of Splritu.:.:.l CCJJ::nm1ties of Christ. That

seems to be the next largest group .. v:i th a :nanbership in this

province of something in excess of' 5000. As it ha5 b~~n 6xplained

to me in the evidence of Mr. Verigin, theoretlc~lly at lea::it,

these people are intelnation~ists, and so they are opposed to the

teaching of strictly national or 1mpe$listic patriotism because

such teachings lead naturally to warfare. They also subscribe to
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the dootrine I touched upon before that, in theory, all men are

children of God and therefore Cdll do no wrong, and so there ought

to be no need for earthly rule or government. However, in prac­

tice, as Peter Lordly and then his son found out \T;hen they tried

to apply these very good but theoretical pr.1nclples, this group

recognizes that all men are not yet good enough to do without

government. Those prople realize that we have got to have laws,

and we have got the have Courts to enforce the laws, and they

Stiy, a! do the Independents, "we will com~ly 1d th cl11 Canadian

laws in €YfJry case '<"here these la.ws do not conflict wi th our re­

li~ious ~~achings and beliefs. W'e send our children to school.

Peter Lordly and Peter Petrovich both urged their people to send

their children to school. Both of than pledged to the government

and to the general public that they would send their children to

school. This was done after careful examination had· satisfied

them that the schools taught nothing which was ag~inst the ~rin­

ciples of Doukhobor1sm." They say, "we pay tuxes and we general­

ly 11va exactly like othf.~r Canadian r, eopl 8, rt:taining the right

to worship God as we Sea fit." They say, "we thinK it is not fit

to leave sp1ritual matters entirely to the person himself. Not

so much that it is unsaf€, but because it is better for the pur­

pose of unifonni ty that we have a godly and understanding man of

our own. sect to assist us 1n our consideration of what our inner

soul is trying to tell us. Therefore, we think it 1s more advls­

'able to have a spiritual leader." They say also, "We favour the

communal form of life, that is, economical life. The situation

with us today, however, 1s that through force of circumstances
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we have no communal life in the original s€:nse left 0$ in Canada. n

They ha.ve today apparently no spir1 tuaJ. lea.der in canada, nor have

they had since the death of Peter P(.;trovich 1n 1939.

That is my understanding of this group.

With respect to the third group, tho Sons of Freedom, I have here

a number of witnesses re~resenting that group, and frankly, the

pioture which they present as to their particular beliefs, 1s

still a confused picture to my mind. While you are here, having

heard the contradictions and the confused statements of some of

these witnesses - and I say' that in the kindli est Sense - I won­

der if you - because you ar(~ a very lntelligE.:ntperson, and also

a Son of Freedom - if you will please now outline to me the basic

difference bct"een the Sons of Freedom and either of the other

larger groups that I have dealt with'l Would you do that for me

now, or would you11ke to take time to consider your answer, be­

cause I wou;l.d like to get that in concrete fonn.

A: 1 wish to elaborate on that in future, right no~, we have some

other wi tnesses.
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MEMBU,S OF THE SPIRITUAL COy!,;jUNITY OF CHRIST

TRUSTEE: BILL MAF1\IN

HEAD OF l'"'AMILY.

WINI..AW. B. C.

Family Name Christian Name Men Women Children All Members.

1 .. CHEKMAREFF
2. S060FF
3. FAMINOFF
4.FAMINOFF
5. PEREPOLKIN
6. FAMINOFF
7. BOOLINO FF
8. FllMINO FF
9. BIlLKOFF

10. BOJEY
11. RFPIN
12. FAMINOFF
13. POSZNEKOFF
14. BOORIKOFF
15. REL1~OFF
16. MARKIN
1 7. CHERN0 FF
18. OSOCHOFF
19. LAKTIN
20. CHEfu"JO FF
21. BOORIKOFF
22. ZHAEFF
23. B'VIXDKIMOFF
24. KATO SONO FF
25. PICTIN
26. STaO CHINO FF
27. MALAKOFF
28 •. FAMINOFF
29.
30. PICTIN
31. POPOFF
32. OSACHOFF
33. HUDIKOFF
34. RELKO ~"F

o'FORGE B. 2 2
FRED F. 1 2
BILL J. 1 1
LARRY J. 2 1
NICK N. 1 1
CECIL J. 1 1
BILL B. 1 1
FRED L. 1 I
BILL N. (Invalid) 1
BILL J. :< 1
PETE s. 1 2
JOHN J. 1 1
JOHN B. 2 2
FRED F. 1 1
FRED J. 3 3
BILL N. I 1
PETE P. 1 1
NICK AF. I 1
ELIE N.

~
3

JOHN s. Z
JIM D. 1
MIKE 2 2,
FRED P. 2 2
FoRED P. 1 1
GEORGE I 1
GEORGE.: B. 1 1
WALTER :3 :2
MIKE ,. 1 Iu.

MIKE J. 1 1
LUCY ;2

AFANACIA w. 1
AL J~JX!\;.~ DER 1 1
JOHN s. 1 1

:3

I.~

3
1

2
1
:3
z

J
1

2
:2
;2

:3

1

7
:3
:2
6
2
6
5
3
1
6
3
4
5
;
a,..
((. .
5
:3
4
6
1­
,~

4
4
4
k
S
.3

.3
4
1
2
:2
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MEMBERS OF THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY OF CHRIST NO. 2

79.

TRUSTEE: MIKE S. REBALKIN PERRY SIDING, B. C.

Head of Family

Fam1ly N;,.i1l'lo.• Chri sti an Name Men Women Children Al.I Members
Father' s Narne

1.llALMi\KOFF BILL A. :3 2 4 9
2.CH~FF BILL N. ~ 1 1 4"-

3.POiPOFF JOHN J. 2 2 3 7
4.BAWQOLIN JOHN A. 1 1 2 4
5.HA~nOLIN ALEX J. A. 1 1 "'t :3.J..

6.REBALKIN M.IKE s. 1 ,1 ~
7.REB'!Li(IN TIM M. 1 1 r, 4"8. VERIGIN JOHN T. 1 1 ~I 4..:..

9.0SACHOFF BILL A. 1 ,...
10. ENOOKIMOFF :PAUL N. 2- 1 :3
11.0 SACHO FF BILL B. 1 1 2 4
12.REBALKIN FRED Y. 1 1 ...

4'"13.0SACHOFF SAM AFA ,1 '" ,-
5It; r..

14. so SO rF JOHN 1 I 2-
15. SOSOFF PETE: J. 1 1
16. HELKOFF PETE t 1 .... 4tf.

17. BAWOOLIN Pl!'"TE A. 1 1 4 6
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APP:ENDIX "E"
MEMBERS OF THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY OF CHRIST

TRUSTEE: FRED G. PEREUERSO FF, GLADE, B. C.

Head 01" Family.

Family Name Chrl st1an Name Men Women Ch1ld~en All MF.mbers
Fath@r' § Name

l~ LATKIN NICK J. 1 2. 1 4
2. PARtIN ED.' F. 2 2 1 5
3. STRILIOFF PETE T. 1 1 3 5
4. GRITC:HEN BILL B. 1 :2 2' 5
5. STRILIOFF TIM· B. 1 1 2
6. SHERSTOBITO FF JOHN J. 1 1 2
7. VOIKIN BILL B. 1 1 :2
8. CHE.RNENKOFF PETE P. 1 1 :2
9. PO IMAREFF PETE S. ~ 1 ")

.I.. ....
'10. PEREUE,RSO FF FRED T. 1 1 ';....
11. SHERSTOBITO FF PETE J. 1 1 :3 5
12. VOlKIN BILL M. 1 1 3 5
13. SHERSTOBI TOFF ALEX J. .... 1 1 4"':;'

1/... KINMaN JOliN D. 1 1 :2 4
15. KINAKIN BILL D. 2 1 1 4
16. RAZINKIN GEORGE 2 :2 4
17. NECHUOLO 00 FF JOHN J. .3 :}
18. POPOFF EGARA 2 1 3
19. MOIJ ELSK.::l FLI A. r. 1 1 4~

20. PEREPALKIN PErE J. 1 1 .3 5
21. HARIKIN GEDRGE N. 1 1
22. PEREPOLKIN JOHN G. 1 1 ;Z
23. HADDaN NICKN. 1 1 2
24. KOORBATOFF SAM·N. " 2 4it.:.

25. MARKIN GTRF G. .2 1 3
26. HADIKIN PETE P. .3 1 I 4
27. MARKIN FRED F. 1 1 2 4
28. PEREPOLKIN BILL J. 1 1 1 3
29. PEREPOLKIN JOHN N. 1 2 :2 5
30. HADIKIN NICK G. 1 1 .-,...
31. VOIKIN BILL J. 1 1 1 :3
.32. PEREPELKIN MIKE
33. VERIGIN BILL P. 1 1 4 6
34. KOFrINOFF P1'TE: J. 2. 1 5 8
35. SAPRIKIN BILL J. 5 2 4 11
36. SHERBININ JOHN A. 3 2 4· 9
37. CHERNENKOFF PAUL P. 1 1 2
38. VOlKIN FRED 2 2- 2 6
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MEMBERS OF THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY OF CHRIST NO. 4

TRUSTEE (GEORGE G. MARKIN) GILPON AND GRAND FORKS.

Head of Family.

Family N;ame Chri stian Narne Men Women Children All Members
Father's Name

1. VERIGIN PETER :.2 1 1 4
2. TAZAREFF JACK E. 1 1 1 3
3. SUIErLISHEFF FRED J. 2 :.2 1 5
4· SAVENKOFF TOM T. 1 1 1 3 .
5. NOVOKSHONOFF BILL M. 2 1 3
6. WLASOFF BILL T. 2 1 3
7. NOVOKSHONOFF FRED J. 1 2 1 t8. SAVENKOFF TIM G. 2 3 1
9. PEREPOLKIN FRED F. 3 2 1 6

10. DEMENOFF PETE P. 1 1 2 4
11. TAPSHENOFF OLANA 1 1
12. MARKIN GEORGE G. 1 1 3 5
13. SUIETLISHEFF FRED F. 1 1 1 3
14.• TAMILIN CECIL G. 1 1 2
15. MARKIN ANASTASIA 1 1
16. TAMILIN PETE S. 1 1 4 6
17. CHEJmOFF PAUL D. 2 2 4
18. CHERNOFF P'AUL P. 1 1 1 3
19. TAZAREFF JOHN J. 1 1 2 4
20. BOOLINO FF BILL 1 1 2 4
.'21. POSTNIKOFF, FLORENCE & her

daughter Doris with children 3 :.2 5
22. PODAVINIKOFF BILL B. 2 1 2 5
23. SHERSTOBI TO FF CECIL B. 1 1 4 6
24. CHURSENOFF NICK P. 1 1 2 4
25. TAMILIN CECIL B. 1 1 2 4
26. PEREVERSOF P'ETE ,1 1 :.2 4
27. VOIKIN JOHN P.
28. SLASTOOKEN PETE F. 1 1 2
29. SLASTOOKEN PETE P. 1 1 2
30. PEREPOLKIN ELIZABETH 1 1
31. GORKOFF VERA 1 3 4
3,2.~ SAVENKOFF GEROGE J. 1 1 .2 4
33.~ ZMAEFF BILL J. 1 1 2 434., ASTAFUROFF MARY 1 3 435. KOSTRUKOFF PETE C. 1 1 :.2 436. 71IIEFF BILL B. 1 1 2 437. EUDOKIMOFF BILL P. 1 1 ·2 438. VERIGIN . ALEX P. 1 1 :.2 439. SOOBOTIN GEORGE J. 2· 3 '4 9
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Family Name Chri st1an Name M.en Women Ch1ldren All Members.
Father's Nmne

40. ZAMAEFF BILL M. 4 4 3 11
41. STORGEFF WALTER 1 2 2 5
42. OKLOFF E~SEY G. 2 :.:: 1 5
43. CHERNOFF SAM 1 1 2
44. VERISHTAGIN FRF;D 1 1 2
45. PLANIDIN BILLJ. 1 1 3 5
46. ERIOOKIMOFF PL~E B. 1 1 3 ;
47. PLANIDIN BILL J. 2 1 1 4
48 • FEOOSOFF FRED G. 2 ~ 4
49. KOSTROKOFF GE.'ORGE 1 1 2
50. VERESHTAGIN BILL 1 1 4 6
51. SOFO~lOFF JOHN N. 1 1 2 4
52. LEBEDOFF BILL M. 2 1 1 4
53. DEJdOSKOFF KYZMA 2 1 J
54. SHERSTOEI TO FF MIKE .1 1
55. SHERSTOBITO FF JOIDl 1 1
56. LAPSHJ.il'lOFF CECIL S. 1 1 1 :3
57. LAP SHENOFF BILL S. 1 1 2 4
58. POPOFF PETE M. 1 1 4 6
59. KOFrINOFF TINA 1 1
60. MEETIN . PAUL A. 1 1 2
61. OGLOFF PETE A. 1 2 1 4
62. REZA.~SOFF PAUL B. 1 1 2
63. POOONUNIKOFF BILL A. 1 1 '3 5
64. VEWEOOFF CHRISTINA F. 1 1 2
65. PANKOFF MOLLY F. 1 l' 2
66. SAPRIKIN ALEX A. 1 1 2
67. NEV /\KSHONOFF BELliN P. 1 1 2
68. ZIBIN BILL EF. 1 1 4 6
69. KAZAKOFF ANNIE P. 1 1 2
70. KAZAKOFF FLORENCE K. 1 1 2
71. ELASOFF ALEX P. 1 1 4 6
72. ELASOFF NICK A. 1 2 5 8
73. STRILIEFF MOLLY 1 1 2
74. ZIBEROFF MARY 1 r> 3t<.

75. NJ!YOK SHONO FF POLLY .1 1 2
76. NEVOK SHaND FF MARY 1 5 6
77. MAKORTOFF FLORIWCE 1 6 7
78. CHERNENKOFF BILL 2 1 3
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MEMBF.RS OF THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY Or' CHErST

TRUSTEE: BILL N. GRUMAKIN KRESTOVA CRESCJ!NT VAl.LEY. B. C.

HEAD OF FAMILY

Family Name Chri stian Name Men Women Children All Members
Father' $ Name

1. DASHON JOHN 1 1 2 5
(SLOCAN PARK)

2. CHERNOFF BILL 1 I 2
(CRESCENT VALLEY).

3. HOODIKOFF FRED G. 1 1 2 4
( CASTLEG,AR)

4. MARKIN PETE G. 2 2 4
(PASS CREEK)

5. PEREPOLKIN JOHN J. 1 1 2 4
(PASSMORE)

6.
7. PLANIDIN GEORGE G. 1 1 1 .3

(BLEWETT)
8. KOFrINGFF JOHN A. 1 2 4 7
9. KOODRIN STEVE s. 1 1 2 4

10. KOFTINOFF E.D. J. 1 1 3 5
11. KIN AKIN ALEX. 2 1 .3
12. MARlIN BILL Go' 1 1 2 4
1.3. POZDNIKOFF GASTON E. and 1 2 2 5
1 hi s mother-1n-law
14. RAZANSOFF' ALEX A. 1 2 .3
15. STORGO?F FRED B. 1 2 1 t16. 'VOlKIN TIM' P. 1 4 1

17.NAZAROFF ALEX A. 1 1 :3 ,
IS. PO ZP1'~ IKO FF JOE 1 1 2
19. STRlfLIEF'F PETEJ. 1 2 2 5
20. vorKIN GEDRGE E. 2 2. .3 7

21. VOIKIN JOHN E. I, 1 .3 5
22. ZARIKOFF NICK A. 1 1 1 .3
') .3 SWETLI SHO FF WALTER ,ST. I 1 1 .3... .
24. HIEBIN MIKE 2 '"' .2 6"25. SYH1l.VIEFF BILL J. 2 2 1 S
26. RAZINKIN NICK P. 2 .3 1 6
27. KOODRIN NICK ST. 1 :z 2 5
28. POZWIKOFF ALEX N. 1 1 :2 4
29. NAZftROFF FRED K. 1 1 2 4
30. SHERBININ PETE A. I 1 :2 4
31. SHERBININ ALEX N. 2 2 4
32. POST~IKOFF BILL J. 1 1
33. MALAKOFF LARRY M.

,.,
1 6"...

34. SAL'EXIN MiKE TR. :2 2 4



84.
AEP EfjDI X "En

Family Name Ghri stian Name Men Women Children All
Fatbrzr' § Name Member!

35. BARBAKAEFF GEORGE .8. 1 2. 4 7
36. J-B'TVATKOFF HARRY P. 1 1
37. KONKIN GEORGE G. J 1 4
38. GRUMAKIN NICK B. :2 2 4
39. PO ZDNIKOFF BILL P. 2. :2 J 7
40. VOIKIN . GEORGE J. 1 1 2 4
41. VOIKIN PAUL P. 1 1 1 J
42. VERIGIN JOHN ARE 1 1 2
43. KONKIN JOHN G. 2 :3 1 6
44. MARKIN PETE G.

.,~ ...

:2 4If..

45. 7J4AEFF MIKE B. 1 1 2 4
46. CHEHNOFF JOHN B. 2 :2 2. 6
47. RIEBIN JOHN M. 1 1 2- 4
48. ZARIKOFF BILL N. 1 2. 2 5
49. KINAKIN. JOHN' B. 1 1 1 3
50. KINAKIN MIKE B. 3 1 4
;1.
52. PEREHOO DO FF SAM s. 1 1 2
53. TAMILIN SAM s. 1 1 1 3
54. SOl ETLIKO FF PETE G. 1 1 1 .3
55. NAZAROFF PETE K. 1 1 1 3
56. TAMSOFF PAUL D. 1 1 2
57. KANIGAN AFANACIA 1 2 1 4
58. BAHISmKOFF CHARLIE A. 1 1 2. 4
59. VOlKIN PAUL A. 2 2 4
69. NAZAROFF SAM G. 1 2- 1 4
61. POSTNIKOFF FRED D. 1 1 2 4
62. POZDNIKOFF KOOZMA N. 1 1 2
6.3. POZDNIKOFF WALTER F. 2 1 :3
64. KOLODININ PETE GA.

,.
1 1 4/-

65. HADIKIN NICK N. 1 2 4 7
66. VOIKIN NICK P. 1 1 1 .3
67. PEREPOLKIN JOE SAM. lL 1 .3
68. LAREN BILL M. 1 1 6 8
69. BOOLINOFF JOHN s. ' 2 2 1 5
70. STOOPNIKO FF BILL s. 1 1 2. 4
71. SALEKIN FRED 8. 1 't 4 7,~

72. ZARUBIN PETE G. 1 .2 3 6
73. GLOOKOFF BILL J. 1 1 1 3
74. GLOOKOFF BILL B. 1 1 1 3
75. PO OM: ARl~FF ED. N. 1 1 4 6
76. VOIKIN JOHN N. 1 1 2 4
77. HADIKIN FRED M. 1 2 .3 6
78. KOOZNETSOFF JOHN J. 1 1 1 3
79. KONKIN JOHN K. 3 3 z 8
80. STRILIEFF PAUL· J. 2 2 4
81. CHERN ENKO FF ALEX M. 1 1 ,2
82. POOOVINIKOFF FRED F. .2 2 1 S
83. BARlSOFF ALEX z. 1 1 4 6





86.
APPENDIX "E".

Family Name . Chri st1an Narne Men Women Children All
Father's Ncune Manbers

131. KOODON ED. 1 1 4 '6
132. PLANIDIN BILL B. 1 1 1 3
133. GOOLAEFF JOHN N. 1 1 2 4
134.
135. MALAKOFF MIKE J. 1 1 2 4

(SOUTH SLOCAN)
136. DE140SKOFF PETE 1 3 2 6

(SOUTH SLOCAN PARK)
137. OSACHOFF FEED G. 1 1 ') 4'-

(PASSMORE)
138. TEGEBOKOFF JOHN N. 1 1 2 4
139. TOMILON p~;rE S. 1 1 2
1LP. SOXAUIEFF FRED G. 1 1 2 4
141. GLOOKOFF FRED J. 1 1 1 3

(TAGHUlI)
142. VERIGIN JACK B. 1 1 3 5

(WIEUFR)
143. LEGABOKOFF ALEX A.

,..,
2 2 6,.:.

1J..4.
145. ZAITSOFF . PAUL P. 1 1 :3 5
146 SWETLI SHEFF MIKE S. 1 1 1 :3

(KIBSON CREEK)
147. PLANIDIN JOlilN PRA 2 2 3 7
148. E8ASOFF PETE P. ~ 1 1 :3
149. BAR! SENKO FF WALTER A. 1 1 1 :3
150. POWAREFF GFORGE J. 1 1 2
151. M.ALOFF FRED N. ;2 :3 2 7
152. V'ERIGIN PETE J. 2 1 3

(SLOCAN PARK)
153. CHl!;RN EMK0 FF JORri (BLEWETT) 1 1 2
154. ZAITSOFF BILL S. (ROBSON) 1 1 3 5
155. PO DAVILN EKO FF FRED 2 1 2 5

(SLOCAN PARK.)
156. ABROSINOFF ALEX A. :3 1 4
157. VEB!GIN MIKE P. 1 1 .2 4

(SLOCAN PARK)
15d. CHERNOFF GEORGE B. 1 1 :3 5

(BOftNABY)
159. .P.LANI DIN FRED B. ·1 1 1 :3

~ ". (SLOCAN PARK)
160. KAZAOO FF STEVE A. 1 1
161. PHILIPOFF GEORGE M. 1 1 1 3
162. PffiLIPOFF JOHN 1 1 3 5
163. KOODRIN MIKE S. 1 1 :2 4
164. so FUNO FF PETE G. 1 1 3 5
165. SAPRICAN BILL B. 1 1

166.
TAGHUM)

SAVITSKOFF NICK N. 1 :2 4 7
167. AFANOFF ALEXSAN li. 2 2 4
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Family Name Christian Name Men Women Ch11Q.r€n All
Fat.her's Name Members

168. BAP RI CAN MIKE 3 1 2 6
169. KANIGAN AFANACIA M. 1 2 1 4
170. flARO ZO 11'14' JOHN 1 1 4 6
171. POPOFF BILL B. J 1 2 6
172. PEREPOLKIN BILL B. 1 1 2 4-

( HO SEBERRY)
173. PERFPOLltIN ELI B. 1 1 6 8

(ROSEBERRY)
174. FA,MINOFF MARY J A. 1 1

(PARTARIC)
175.
176. TARASOFF SA'! 8. 1 1 1 :r
177. DENISOFF MIKE M. 2 2 2 6
178.
179. tEBlDOFF NICK L. 1 1 '1 4of.

180. MAROZO!t'F BILL B. 1 1 3 5
181. TAVRENOFF BILL B. 1 1

( SLOC¥iN PARK)
18.2.
183. POZDINIKOFF BILL B. 1 1 3 5
184. BORI 8m-TKO FF MIKE B. ;J., 1 4 7
185. wo11\IN EGNES KRO. 2 3 2 7
186. GRITCHEN LOOKIAN

..,
'2 5 9«-

187. ZMAF~FF FRED F. 1 1 2 4
188. PMTKOFF ALEX A. 1 1 1 ,3
189. SAVINKOFI.... JOml 1 1 3 5
190. STRELlEFF JOHN J. 1 1 2 4
~91. TAP-ABOFF PETE SA. 1 1 1 3

192. SLEPOFF 1l0eSEY N. 1 :3 3 7
193. ESASOFr PETE B. 2 1 :2 5
194. LEBI DO FF JOHN L. 1 3 4 e
195. FAMINOFF JOHN 1 '2 3
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Family Name' Chrst1an Name Men v.om€n Children All
Members

21. CHERNOFF. PETE F. 1 1

22. POSTNIKOFF ANNIE 1 1 :2

23. GRETCHIN MIKE J. 1 1 :3 5

24. SOUKOROFF BILL AND 1 1 :3 5

25. SOOKOROFF DORA ~D 1 3 4

26. ARISH~OF'F MIKE 1 :2 3
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MEMBERS OF THE SFIRITUAL COll(!...WNITY OF cam 6T NO. 7

TRU5T'E}~ (BILL BABAKOFF) THRUMS, B. C.

Head of Family

90.

Fam1ly Name Chr1 stian Name Me.n Women Children All
f'ather"s Name M.embers

1. BoRIKOFF PETE P. 1 1 :2
?e STRILIEFF FRED B. 1 1 .2
3. KABATOFF BILL B. 1 1 1 3
4· POSTiHKOFF NICK J. 1 1 4 6
;. ESO01 FLO FF FRED F. 1 1 .3 5
6. KABATOFF NICX .2 1 7 10
7. AZORO.FF MARY 1 1 1 :3
8. BABAKAEFF BILL F'. 1 1 :2 4
9. KABATOFF BILL x. .~ 2 1 4

10. TAROSOFF PE'l'E s. 1 2 :3 6
11. SAMARODIM TIM N. 1:. 1 .2
12. KABATCFF JOHN F. 1 1 3 ;
13. REPIN PETE N. 3 1 4 S
14. SALIKIN A.~~1I E G. 1 1
15. TAROSOFF IiIKE s. 1 1 :; 5
16. TAROSOFF ANNIE M. 1 1 ;'

•",17. NE\fAKSHONOFF SAM 1 1 1 :3
18. 'J:AROSOFF GEORGE s. .2 1 1 I.
19. SIMINO'F FRED M. 1 1 2 1+
20. PQSNIKOFF .POLLY 1 1
21. NE.'VAK SHONG F1;o FRED s. '1 1 1 :3
22. BABA1\EOFF FREDERICK F. '.2 1 .2
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APPENDI X "F"
LIST OF PERSONS TAKING PART IN A.RSO.Nt F~rQ.

1. 5am F. Riebin Mormca, Cali,

2. Tim Samarodin Slocan Park

3. Anastasia Holiboff Sholdice, Alta.

4· Joe p. Shukin Nelson, B. C.

5. Harry B. Vereshag1n Saimo, B. C.

6. N1ck1for Safono!! Poupor, B. C.

7. Alex P. Popoff fI

8. Bill A. A aVClleff "
9. Bill Zebiroff n

10. Pete P. Foronofi' "
11. John J. Zoobkoff' Brilliant, B.C.

12. Bill Tamll1n n

13. st€ve Kinakln n

11". Elle P. Zazakoff n

15. John J. Popoff ff

16. Bill B. Badik1n t1

17. Alex A. Cheveldeff "
18. Joe A. Cheveldeff "
19. E11a A. Cheveldeff "
20. Koc,m8 B. Zoobkofr ",
21. Fred" B. Zoo bkofr "
22. MikeB. Zoobkoff "
23. Pete St. Lebedof! "
24. Cecil M. Kanigan "

F. lJirector

F. Director

Servant of P. V.

F. Dii"6CtC r

F. Director
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25. Fred J. Koftinofr Brilliant, B.C.

26. george S. Louk:eroff "
27. Bill Masloff n

28. Bill N. Tebedoff Deer Pllrk, B. C.

29. Tim A. Stoochnoff Brilliant, B. C.

30. Andrew A. Stoochnoff fl

31. Mike B. Gleboff tf

3" Bill s. Podmareff n"'-.

33. Wal ter A. Koftinoff "
34. Bill Gar Tab1nsoff n

35. Mik e Picton "
36. Fred A. Popoff n

37. John N. Zbitnoff n

38. Paul A. Popoff It

39, Philip Pictin fl

IIJ. John Bloodoff 11

41. John J. Bloodorf n

42. John L;hev11deff If

43. Fred W1shloff "
44. J1m Popoff "
45. Ni ck G. Shersto bi tofr Raspberry, B. C.

46. Andrew J. Obetkoff It

47. Pete·T. Relkoff n

48. oeo rge p. Tebedoff n

49. George B. Helkorr n

50. Petf~ G. Wanjoff Robson, B. C.

51. Bill J. Evdokil1lo ff u
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52. Pete B. Evdokimoff

53. Philip G. VanJoff

54. Pete S. SAl ekin

55. John F. Obetkoff

56. Pete Famlnofr

57. Paul Zaitsorr

58. Georne B. Nevekshonoff

59. b~red A. Ne~aroff

60. F'red Gorkof!

·61. Alexan J. Nahornoff

62. Pete A. Naho rno!!

63. J obn Andro so ff

64. Bill B. Plotnlkoff

65. Bill B. Tazareff

66. John B. Tazaroff

67. John F. Maslo!!

68. Fred B. Solovieff

69. Fred F. Solov1eff

70. Pete A. Riebin

71. Pete P. Riebln

72. Bill P. Riebln

73. Pete K. Rl ebin

74. Pete F. Parkin

75. Ed. Antifie!f

7&. Stefan Zookbcf!

77. Bl11 Zoobkoff

78. Fred Zoobkoff

Robson, B. C.

n

Rob son West, B. C.

"
Castlegar, B. C.

n

II

"
"

tI

It

"
Trail, B.C.

n

Blewett, B.C.

n

"
n

It

tt

"
"
"

Taghl:Ul1, B. C.

n

n
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79. Mike Y:. Androsoff

80. John Rulano!f

81. John Stra110ff

82. Bill Stre110ff

83. Alex Bur1koff

84. M1ke Re1koff

85. John Relkot!

86. Bill J. Shuk1n

87. Koozma N. Chernenlf.Off

88. N1ck 8. Pos1nkoff

89. John N. Pos1nkoff

90. B11l B. Bondenoff

91. Bill D. Greteh1n

92. Nick A. Ver1gin

93. Pete A. Ver1gln

94. John K. Volkin

95. Koo~a Vol1dn

96. B1l1 G. Konk1n

97. George K. Tofono!!

98. M1ke P. Relkoff

99. Fred Makortoff

100. Pau lOsachoff

101. Paul F. Markin

102. Nick S. Zai tsotf

103. Koo2ma N. Puhachetf

104. 11ck Kinakln

Taghum, B. C.

n

"
n

n

Nelson, B. C.

"
n

.'
Salmo, B. C.

tt

"
11

Ym1r, B. C.

fI

11

"
South 810c8n., B. C.

Shoreacres, B. C.

Crescent Valley, B. C.

"
Slocan Park, B. C.

n

.n

"
II
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10;. B111 Osachofr

106. George G. OSlL\chorr

107. Nick A. Semsonotf

108. Pete B1oodoff

109. Blll Bloodor!

11g.Nlcklfor Chernoff

111. John Ver1g1n (Arehorf)

112. John G. Kanig1n

113. Fred F. Phi11poft

114. Pete N. Perepo1k1n

115. Sam M. lmaiff

116. B1l1 Chernoff (old man)

117. 0 eorge S~ Popoff

118. John Nevokshonoff

119. Fred F. Gloorkoff

120. Lucy NeVokshonoff'

121. Alec$an S. l\eballd.n

122. George rtvdokimo.f't

123. Harry N. K1n1gan

124. Nick B. K1nigan

125 • Pate H.K1n1gan

126. Anton Plakorf

127. Prokotl L. Verig1t1

128. Kreeton A. He.rasimoff

129. George Cbu.tako!!

139" P ete Mfirkin .

1;1. Pete B. poporf

Slocan Park, B. C.

Pa.ssmore, B. C.

Valioan, B. C.

n

It

fl

Winlew, B. C.

"
n

n

App1edale, B. C.

n

Perry Siding, B. C.

"
.tt

'n

n

fl

"
Hill Siding, B.C.

Bl eW$t t, B. C.
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132. John B. Popoff

133. ~d B. Popoff

134. Blll B. Popoff

135. John lalori'

136.Mlke Zmaiff

1)7. Sam J. ZtlH:t1ft

138. Sam Ter1koff

139. George Zarubln· (old)

140. Alex G. Zarubln

141. John B. Popoff

142. George Va.rren

143. Nl ck Salek1n

144. Pete G. Aanigan

145. Ceorge M. Hadikln

146. John it. Had1kln

147•.Freel N. Og~orr

148. John Zaltsofr

149. Alex N. Popoff

150. Peter P. stoochnoff

151. Kick B. Sookeroff

152. Philip J. HadUtln.

153. George Osachoff

154. Bill P. Holibe!!

15'. Bill B. Hol11boff

156. Elle Vo1k1n

1'7. 'Nlck E. tik1n

158. ill-ex A. lakortorr

Benito, Man.

"
81a1ne Latte, Bask.

White Beach, "-Benito, man.
n

Polly, Sash:.

n

Kam sack, Sask.

Verlg1n, It

Mikado, Sask'.

Pas a Creek, B. C.

n

11

n

n

n

n

n

n
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159. John J. Rl1kotf crescent Valley, B. C.

160. John s. lalakoff "
161. Dill B. Fed.osofr 'Ii

162. Mike F. Vo1kin u

163. Sam J. Kooznetsof:f' . h

164. Mike o. Tara soft "
165. John J. Perepelk1n fJ

166. Mike Forkorf «

167~ Nick Shooldn "
168" Bl11 J. Zrnalff (old) tJ

169. John B. Hak1kln "
l~. Mike B. Had1kin n

171. N1ck J. Stoochnoff 'J
172. John 8. Stoochnoff "
'173. Nick N. Hadlk1n "
174. Fred F. J,I ako rtl f r (j r) "
175. Pete J;o P03tn1korr n

176. Bill J. Chernenkotr n

177. John D. Savenkoi'f n

178. Pete N. V8r1gin n

179. Andre1llsS. Fofonoff Shoreacres, 'D.C.

180. Bill B. Kamakoff (RQssland) n

181. Mlke E. Makortorf "
182. Bill A. Holloorr n

Id3. Bill N. Chem$nkott II

184. Sam A. Lazaretr Glade, B.C.

185. Pete F. Perepelkin 11
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186. Polly LeJ sboko!! Glade, B. C.

187. Look1qo P erepell:tln n

188. J1m Lebeda!! "
189. Pate D. Lsbedorr ft

190. Pete Soukcroft H

191. MUte J. NeChvolodo f f II

192. Peta J • Potllpoff ft

193. John J. Potapoff "
194. Ed Ada. Lavrenchenkoff "
195. Andrew E. Maklnin n

196. Pete And. Makonln 'It

197. Blll B. Koozentsorf 11

198. E11e B. Kooznetsofr n

199. Nick N. Wasil enkoft n

200. Bt1 va J evatkofr n

201. Bill J avatko.rr 'n

2:02. Tom D. Shlakoff fI

203. Nick A. Koorbato!'f tt

204. MUte N. Koorbatoi'f "
205. Andrew A. Koorbatoff "
206. Aldakin J. StraI1erf ft

207. John J. Look1anoff ft

208. Pete A. Strlliefr fJ

209. Tim N. Oglori' n

210. Pete P. LeJebokofr n

211. Lockian F. Perepolk,ln fI

212. Pete F. PerepolJlln tJ
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213. Fred L. Perel,olkin Glade, B. C.

214. 111lte D. Or1tchen n

215.~· LQok1r3:n A. Verlg1n n

216. Niok J. Gr1tchen "
217. Alex J. Saprlk1n fl

218. Bill N. S!lDlsonoff n

219. DalDlel J. Grltchen "
220. Peter G. Had.1kin ft

2n. Bl11 Et .. K1naldn 11

222. Mike Ef. Klnak1n "
223. John J. Chernenkoff n

224. John P. Makonin "
225. Nick P. Po zdnlko tf "
226. John J. Salekln n

227. Bill B. Vas11enkoff n

228. Blll T.. Strl11eft n

:229. Bill A. Ozeroff n

230. Kooms Ostafurorr Tar.ry' 5, B. C.

231. Bill K. ostat'uralf "
232. George J. Sookero.f'f n

233. Bill J. Sookero. f't "
234. B111 B. Sherstob1 tort n

235• Bill Bood1ltoff Thrums; B.C.

.236. George A. Popoff "
237. Alex Popoff (Osierr) "
2)8. P~ter J. Obro simor! II
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n

Vancouver, B. C.

Pe·fry Siding or W1nlaw, B. C.

239. Walter P. Obros1111oft

240. Jack J. Polon1koft

241. Bill S. Perehudorr

242. Paul Drasoofr

243. Alex P. Book1nof'f

24lt. George S. Novakshonoff

245. MUte J!. Salek1n

246. Fred An. lonkin

247. John J. K1nakin'

248. John Popoff

249. Nick 8. Babakaerr

250. Pete s. ZaraohUkorr

:a51. John J. F8fD1noft

252. Pete p. Kabat1ff

253. Blll A. Lawrenoff

254.• Mike.M:. Zma1!f

255. Kootma Peraversoff (for .
Director)

2'6. J1m G. Bur1korr

257. N1k1for Chernoff

258. NicK N. Vorigin

259. Pete D. Pozdn1kofr

260. J1m D. Pozdn1korr

261. Fatusha Tom11an

262. Pete Potapoff

263. PE;ite tl. Poogochotf

264. Mike Bloodorf

26;. John N. JUoogochorr

266. George Polon1kott

Thrums, B.C.

n

n

'n

It

"
n

It

It

It

n

It

11

tl

u

Brilliant, B. C.

"

Slocen Pant. B.C.

"
"
"

n

"

"
fl

n

tt



267. Bill Stre11eff 'Kov. B. C.

268. Fred P1ctln Taghum• B. C.
•

269. Kay P Verlg1n Blewett, B. C•.
2'it). Bill Fofonorf Calgary, Alta.

271. Andrew Forono!f n

272. B111 G. Kan1gan Kilmore, Sask.

273. S~ M. Anti fl a!'! Langham, Saf.i\.( •

274. Pete M. Antiflaff n

275. John M. Ant1flett
'"

276. Pete P. Ozerorr n

277. Pete 5. ' Osachott 'f1

278. Bill P. Sherstobl torr 11

279. John P. Sherstobi tort n

280. .Fred Bondero f f Valican, B. C•

281. Bill Makortoff, (Raspberrle), Castlegar, B. C.

102.

282. Pete lakortoff

283. John J. llelkoff

284. Pete J. Relltorr

28S. John Davidoff

286. Pete P.Polonlkof'r

287.. Pete S. Polonikorr

288. John J. Plan1d1n

289. Bill P.Plan1d1n

290. George. Et. Wlasot'f

291. Alex A. RG1b1n

292. Nick M. Plotnikofr

" n

w. Grand Forks, B. C.

n

n

11

"

n

Vanc!"·uver, B. C.

w. Grand 'orks, B. C.



10.3.

293. Alex Postnlkoff West Grand Forks, B. C.

294. Fred Wanjoff n·

295. John w. Zeebiroff "
296. Bill P. Relbin n

297. Alex A. Popoff n

•
298. 'Kick Da. Arishenkoff "
299. Cecil B. Kooch1n ·n

.300. B!ll M• Doobasoff "
301. B1l1 Makonin "
302. Pete Lazareff It

303. John M. Derhovoosoff "
304. Bill M. Derhovoosorr II

305. Pete P. Kazakoff "
306. Kiriel Kazakoff It

)07. John Chernoff "

308. Tim Chernoff' n·

309. Paul Sao sonoff «

310.

311~ tarry B. Chernenkoff Ii

( sic) 313. Lookian B. Chemenkof'f n

314. Bill Pepin n

315. A1ecsan B. Kootoff Gilpon Grand Forks, B.C.

316. Bill B. Dootor! "
317. Bill N. Doctorf n

318. Pete F. Klnakin "
319. Ni c1( AI. Ogloff It





346. Nick Malott Hililers, B. C.

347. John Maloff n

348. Mike ltiakortoff ft

349. Alex J. Verigin n

350. Ni ck Derhovresoff "
351. Pete B. Rezansofi' n

352. P (;;te Podavilnlkoff n

353. John Zarubin n
fl

354. Nick. ChiviIdeeff n

355. Mike Kudrin tt

356. John F. Stooehnoff Pen ti etc,n, B. C.

357. Pete Da. Ari shenkoff n

358. Alex 4oometsoff Glade, B. c.

359. lI'red Kooznetsoff ft

360. Martha Konkln Langlee Prairie, B. C.

361. Matrusha Ogloff Glade, B. c.

362. Fred P. Plotnikoff Crescent Valley, B. C.

363. Bill W. Zoobkoff Brilli'.int, B. C.

364. John F. Wi shIeff CrE:lston or Ericksnl1, B. C.

105



APPENDIX "0'1

LIST OF PERSONS WHO HAVE FILED PROTESTS WITH
CODISSION AGAr~ST INCLUSION OF THEIR NAMES
IN APpniDlX "F"

106.

Martha Terichow
A.N.Popoff
A. V. Fedo soff
I.M. Zai tseff
P.Stushnoff
N.I.Voikln
I. Y. Volltln
Alex J. Kholodenen
Vasily A. Mahorto.ff
Vasily Evdok1moff
Peter W. Edokimoff
Andrew I. Obedor!
Wick G. Tarstabitoff
Peter P. Lebidiff
Ai ex N. Konk1n
Peter W. Markin
A.S.Zarlkoff
F.J. Chernenkoff
Alex Shukin
peter P. Rei bin
Harl:y S trukoff
A. Hadikin
Ed An t1 f1 eff
K. P. Verlg1n
P. A. Rei bin
P. Roakness
W.P. Rei bin
John E. Boobanoff
Fred Strookoff
Fred W. Solovieff
P.K.Verigin
John Stoochmoff
George M. Fofonow
Nicolai V. Soukhareff
George 11. HaQik1n
Peter G. Hadik1n
Alex A. Makortoff
Philip J. Hadik1n

!la11novaya
ft

n
n

"tt
Grand Forks
Roseberry
TaghuID and Blewett

"
"It
n
It

ff

n
n
n..

.n
n
n
tt

Pentlcton
Shoreacres
Pass Creek

t1

If

"If




